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40 "By the time 
the battle smoke 
cleared, the 
young black 
sailor had risen 
from his station 
to become an 
American hero" 




The American Legion Magazine, 
a leader among national general-interest 
publications, is published monthly by 
The American Legion for its 2.7 million 
members. These wartime veterans, 
working through 15,000 community-level 
posts, dedicate themselves to God and 
Country and traditional American values; 
strong national security; adequate and 
compassionate care for veterans, their 
widows and orphans; community service; 
and the wholesome development of our 
nation's youth. 



12 "Paderewski 
was the biggest 
individual 
contributor in 
a Herculean 
1925 effort that 
generated more 
than $5 million 
for the Legion. 
Earnings have 
helped military 
families and 
disabled veterans 
of every war since/ 1 



22 "Soldiers 
become more 
spiritually oriented 
when combat's 
for real. They sort 
through faith 
issues, truth issues, 
eternal things" 




For a limited time. . . 



Save over 40% on America's L v~? 
World War II Silver Nickels! 




Common 1942-P 1942-S 
obverse 



Now you can save over 40% on this complete set of silver 
World War II nickels - the only U.S. nickels ever struck in 
silver to preserve metal for the war effort. Included is one 
silver nickel from each mint that issued them 1942 to 1945 - 
11 coins in all for only $9-95 (regularly $i7r75)l Act now and 
you'll get free shipping, plus a complete set of 1943 Wartime 
Steel cents - absolutely FREE! 

You'll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other 
fascinating selections from our Free Examination Coins-on- 
Approval Service, from which you may purchase any or none - 
return balance in 15 days - with option to cancel at any time. 
Don't miss out on this limited-time offer - order your complete 
WWII silver nickel set today! Ae n tt B u „ , eei ^ „ ^ 

J 45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction 

Hurry! 
Yours FREE! 
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Act now and get this 
complete set of 1943 
Wartime reprocessed 
Steel Cents - one from 
each mint - Philadelphia, 
Denver & San Francisco. 

LittletonCoin.com/specials 



Special Offer for NEW Customers Only 



H^f I Please send me the Complete Set of WWII Silver Nickels for the special 

| V ) \ £,5 ; price of $9.95 - regularly $l£r?5, with Free Shipping (limit 4). Plus, my 

FREE Wartime Steel Cent Set (one set per customer, please). 
Method of payment: 

□ Check or Money Order enclosed 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

□ American Express □ NOVUS Cards 

Card No. Exp. Date / 



| Order deadline: 12:00 Midnight, January 15, 2006 1 

Send coupon with payment to: 

Dept. K6X409 
Littleton 1309 ML Eustis Road 
Coin Com pany Littleton NH 03561-3737 



Name _ 



How Many (limit 4): 
Total Cost at $9.95 each: $ 



Address _ 
City 



_ State _ 



_ Zip _ 



Over 60 Years of Friendly Service to Collectors 



Shipping & Handling: $ FREE! 
Total Amount: $ 




Don't struggle getting 
in or out of your tub. 

Premier has helped thousands of people world- 
wide trade a struggle with their old bath tub for 
the safety and comfort of a walk-in bath. 



If getting in or out of the tub 
is difficult or uncomfortable 
call Premier today to find out 
more about our best-selling 
line of walk-in bath tubs. 



"Call today and ask for your free 
brochure and to find out how a 
walk-in bath tub from Premier will 
bring you comfort, pleasure, and 
peace of mind." 

- Ed McMahon 



For further details or to receive your FREE brochure 
CALL NOW • TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 

Source Code: American Legion 1205 




The walk-in bath tub company 
www.premier-bathrooms.com 



Please send me a FREE brochure on THE MOST VERSATILE BATH EVER! 
Name Telephone ( ) 



American Legion -1205 



Address _ 



City. 



_ State _ 



-Zip. 



Send to: Premier Bathrooms, Inc., 2330 South Nova Rd., South Daytona, FL 32119 
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t PAYING $1,000s FOR 
DIGITAL HEARING < 
HELP IS NUTS! j*** 



If you just need a little help to hear better Digital Crystal Ear® Is For You! 



DIGITAL Crystal Ear® Is The 
Hearing Equivalent To Economical 
Non-Prescription Reading Glasses! 




After more than 
a decade of 
researching, 
refining, 
and testing, 
Crystal Care 
International, Inc., Americas most popu- 
lar selling low-cost hearing help has gone 
high tech! The all-new DIGITAL 
CRYSTAL EAR! 

It uses the same built-in computer tech- 
nology that makes todays digital cell 
phones sound "crystal clear" and gives 
digital TV amazingly brilliant colors and 
unparalleled sound. And best of all, 
unlike expensive hearing aids, it's at a 
price everyone — even those on a fixed 
income — can easily afford! 



Hundreds of Thousands of Satisfied Crystal Ear Customers 

from ages 34 to 94... including the Greatest Generation! 

You are a shining example of unselfish giving in 
service to your country! Our gift to you — FREE 
BATTERIES FOR A YEAR (An Over $50 Value!) 
when you order before March 10, 2006.* 

^Coupon good for FREE Batteries for a year will be sent with your order. 

Thousands Of Actual Letters On File From Satisfied Customers! 



TEENY TINY Micro-Computer 
Electronics Make A BIG Difference 
In What You'll Hear! 

Our state-of-the-art digital device 
amplifies and processes sounds very 
simply Very precisely Very comfortably 
Very economically! 

• Automatically reduces 
troublesome whistling! 

• Automatically adjusts itself to suit 
different sound environments! 

• Allows you to adjust to your own 
listening levels! 

• Fits comfortably, discreetly in 
your ear canal! 

Discreet, Practically Invisible 
Device Helps You Live Life To The 
Fullest! GUARANTEED! 

If you have a mild or moderate 
hearing problem, DIGITAL Crystal Ear 
could make you feel years younger, make 
your life a lot easier. You'll be able to carry 
on conversations with family and friends 
without frustration. Listen to radio or 
watch TV without the volume blaring. 
Hear phone calls better, too! 



ONLY $379! If And Only If You 
Are 100% Satisfied During Your 
RISK-FREE Trial 

The average cost of a hearing aid today is 
over $1,300.00 per ear! Experts agree there's 
no need to waste a lot of money on expen- 
sive help you may not need. So, before 
investing a lot in other devices, TRY 
Crystal Ear for a full month! Thanks to 
our DOUBLE GUARANTEE, if you like 
it, you pay just $379. If not, just return it. 



CRYSTAL EAR'S FAMOUS NO-RISK DOUBLE GUARANTEE 



GUARANTEE NO. 1: 

You may return your 
DIGITAL Crystal Ear 8 within 
30 days of purchase for 
a FULL REFUND minus 
shipping and order 
processing. 



GUARANTEE NO. 2: 

For as long as you own 
your DIGITAL Crystal Ear 8 , 
you'll get AWARD-WINNING 
help when you need it 

from our LIVE 
Customer Service and 
Support Hotline. 



Call Or Mail In Your Request For 
Home Trial Today! 



1.800.374.5959 Ext 639 

Or visit www.crvstalear.com 
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30-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL REQUEST FORM 



□ YES! Please send me the Digital Crystal Ear® for 
a 30-DAY HOME TRIAL. 

Per your guarantee, I understand that if I am not 
satisfied, I may return my Crystal Ear up to 30 days 
from receipt for a FULL REFUND, less shipping 
and order processing. 

□ Left Ear □ Right Ear □ Both 

Name (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Address 

City, State, Zip 

Telephone Number 

Digital Crystal Ear is only $379 per unit, plus $19-95 for 
shipping and order processing. Send check or money 
order for $398.95 for one, $777.95 for both (FLORIDA 
RESIDENTS ONLY: add sales tax, $426.88 for one, $832.41 
for both.) To pay by credit card, call 1-800-374-5959, 
ext 639- 

Complete, detach & mail with risk-free payment to: 
Digital Crystal Ear, P.O. Box 17350, Tampa, FL 33682-7350 



"I've spent $1 ,000s on tests, molds and hearing aids. "I was really surprised how easy it was to get my 
I wish I had tried Crystal Ear first!" Crystal Ear. My neighbor had to make several trips 

-J. I, Minnesota to the doctor before she got her hearing aid. All I 

"I'm 59 and just got mine. I didn't realize how bad hadto do was P icku P the phone." 
my hearing was. I wish I had gotten it sooner!" MM > 0klanoma 

-J.W., Florida 





When you're in for the fight of your life, 
look to someone who's been in your boots. 

For many veterans, their battles are far from over. They're stricken 
with mesothelioma from exposure to asbestos aboard ships and 
in other environments. Burdened with skyrocketing medical costs, 
vets and their families need financial security. 

As a former Marine, we fought together yesterday. As a seasoned 
attorney, I'll fight for you today. Attorneys at Coady Law Firm 
have successfully represented veterans in mesothelioma claims 
nationwide for over a decade. We've helped them understand 
their rights - and secured their rightful compensation. 

Trust in someone who served with you. Contact the Coady Law 
Firm. Receive a free, no obligation consultation. 




Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 



Attorney at Law 



C D ADY 

■ 



For free medical and legal information, dial 1-888-802-MESO, or visit www.MIRG.org 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 02114 • E-Mail: info@coadylaw.com 



Veterans helping veterans 

Thank you so much for providing my family with financial 
assistance from the National Emergency Fund. I could 
not believe the generosity bestowed upon us by 
others as a result of Hurricane Katrina, but I was 
particularly gratified by the support we received 
from The American Legion. I have been a member 
for three years and was seriously debating not 
renewing my membership, for I could not see 
how my membership dues were helping 
other veterans. I now see that you do 
provide a great service to veterans and their 
families during some of their darkest hours. 

My family and I thank you for the $1,500 grant; the 
money will be put to good use immediately. I hope to be a lifelong member 
of The American Legion and, after we recover, do what I can to help 
provide a safety net for other veterans such as myself. 

- Talisha Rosen, Belle Chasse, La. 




1+1=3 

When I was a sophomore at 
the University of California, I 
attended an advanced math class 
taught by a very learned and 
renowned professor. On the first 
day, he took the stage and 
proceeded to write a lengthy and 
complicated equation on the 
board. He asked us to carefully 
follow his steps as he solved it. 
After about five minutes, he 
solved for the values X and Y. 
When he inserted the values into 
the solved equation, he proved 
that one plus one equaled three. 

After the roar died down, the 
professor returned to the part of 
the equation where he'd deliber- 
ately gone wrong and fixed the 
error. He then explained the dire 
necessity in mathematics to care- 
fully check each step and to 
review your conclusions to see 
they make sense. 

I've remembered that lesson 
for nearly 40 years. Now I read 
that a member of our judicial 
system has concluded that 
pledging allegiance to our 
country is in violation of the 
very document that brought this 
country into existence. After 40 
years, I have somebody else 
telling me that one plus one 
equals three. 

- Harry Cole, Phoenix 



'Revolutionary Deja vu' 

Paul Crespo's article is right on 
the mark (October). The only 
thing he left out is that Citgo Oil 
is owned by the Venezuelan 
government. Every time Ameri- 
cans fill up their cars with Citgo 
gas, they are in a roundabout 
way supporting this dictator and 
Castro clone. 

Also, I have traveled to Ven- 
ezuela on several occasions on 
business and can say without a 
doubt that going there is scary 
for an American. Without an 
escort I would not venture into 
that country. Even the airport 
officials are unpredictable in the 
way they process Americans, 
compared to other visitors. 

- Paul HagertyJr, Granite Falls, N.C. 

It is quite obvious Paul Crespo 
has once again revved up the 
rhetoric to enhance his standing 
with his listeners. He sure knows 
how to offer up the red meat. His 
facts are one-sided and com- 
pletely void of balance. 

Does he truly believe only 
free-market capitalism will work 
for all societies all the time? 
Massive poverty and lack of 
education under a free-market 
system left Venezuela in such 
dire straits the people wanted a 
leadership change. Chavez won. 



Is he not entitled to govern in a 
way that brings needed improve- 
ments as quickly and as effi- 
ciently as possible? 

- Robert Slothus, Williamsport, Pa. 

'The Python in the Kremlin' 

It irritates me to see Frank 
Gaffney constantly making new 
enemies for this country, a la 
Orwell's "1984." As the creator of 
enemy states such as Iraq, Iran 
and Syria, now he must also add 
Putin's Russia. Next month I 
suppose we'll learn the Bush 
family's favorite Asiatic nation, 
China, is also not democratic. 
Goodness, Gaffney, we knew 
that in 1946. 

Eisenhower warned us of the 
"military-industrial complex," 
but he failed to warn us of 
people like Gaffney, who make 
good careers creating enemies 
for the military-industrial 
complex to war against. 
- Thomas 0. Breitling, Holladay, Utah 

'The Lost Art of Land war' 

Since we have ourselves 
painted into a corner, it's time to 
use our technology in support of 
our military (October). Give 
them the armored vehicles they 
need. Give them use of every- 
thing in the arsenal, including 
tactical nuclear weapons. Bring 
back the World War II flame- 
thrower, top-line tanks and tear 
gas, and increase the number of 
troops by a quarter million. If 
you want to win, don't tie one 
hand behind your back. Stop 
fooling around with deployment 
promises; they lower morale. 
Last, hire mercenaries and give 
them carte blanche to remove all 
insurgents by any means. 

-James P. Conaway Gurnee, III. 

Perhaps retired Maj. Gen. 
Robert Scales was too busy 
collecting his Army paycheck in 
the '70s to know which branch 
of the service was responsible for 




They just found out 
their pain medication 
could put them at risk 

for a stomach ulcer. 



So why 
don't they look 
concerned? 
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For many, NEXIUM can reduce the risk of 
stomach ulcers caused by continuous use of 
certain pain medications. 

If you're taking pain medications such as ibuprofen, 
naproxen or aspirin, as directed by your doctor, 
there's something you should know. 

If you are over 60 or have had a previous stomach ulcer, 
continuous use of these medications puts you at risk for a 
stomach ulcer. 

While these medications may be effective in providing 
pain relief, they can weaken the stomach lining, allowing 
stomach acid to cause an ulcer. Not all stomach ulcers 
cause symptoms, so talk to your doctor to see if you 
might be at risk for this problem. 



If you're concerned about risk of a stomach ulcer caused 
by continuous use of your pain medication, ask your doctor 
about prescription NEXIUM. When taken daily, NEXIUM has 
been proven to help reduce the risk of stomach ulcers 
associated with certain pain medications. NEXIUM is not a 
pain medication. Your results may vary. 

NEXIUM has a low occurrence of side effects, which may 
include headache, diarrhea and abdominal pain. Ask your 
doctor today if NEXIUM is right for you. 

Please read the important Product Information 

about NEXIUM on the adjacent page 

and discuss it with your doctor $ 

/Ai 



for a free trial offer, call 

1-888-49-NEXIUM or visit HelpPreventUlcers.com 

If you're without prescription coverage and can't afford your 
medications, help may be available. Call or visit us online. 
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Nexium 

(esomeprazole magnesium) 



NEXIUM and the color purple as applied to the capsule are registered trademarks of the AstraZeneca group of companies. © 2005 AstraZeneca LP. All rights reserved. 232270 8/05 



Please read this summary carefully, and then ask your doctor about NEXIUM. No advertisement can provide all the 
Information needed to prescribe a drug. This advertisement does not take the place of careful discussions with your doctor. Only 
your doctor has the training to weigh the risks and benefits of a prescription drug for you. 



NEXIUM (esomeprazole magnesium) 

20-mg, 40-mg Delayed-Release Capsules 

BRIEF SUMMARY Before prescribing NEXIUM, please see full Prescribing Information. INDICATIONS AND USAGE NEXIUM is indicated 
for the short-term treatment (4 to 8 weeks) in the healing and symptomatic resolution of diagnostically confirmed erosive esophagitis; the mainte- 
nance of symptom resolution and healing of erosive esophagitis (controlled studies do not extend beyond 6 months); and for the treatment of 
heartburn and other symptoms associated with GERD; and for risk reduction of NSAID-associated gastric ulcer. CONTRAINDICATIONS NEXIUM 
is contraindicated in patients with known hypersensitivity to any component of the formulation or to substituted benzimidazoles. PRECAUTIONS 
Symptomatic response to therapy with NEXIUM does not preclude the presence of gastric malignancy. Atrophic gastritis has been noted occasionally 
in gastric corpus biopsies from patients treated long-term with omeprazole, of which NEXIUM is an enantiomer. Information for Patients 
NEXIUM Delayed-Release Capsules should be swallowed whole and taken at least one hour before meals. For patients who have difficulty swallowing 
capsules, one tablespoon of applesauce can be added to an empty bowl and the NEXIUM Delayed-Release Capsule can be opened, and the pellets 
carefully emptied onto the applesauce. The pellets should be mixed with the applesauce and then swallowed immediately. The applesauce used should 
not be hot and should be soft enough to be swallowed without chewing. The pellets should not be chewed or crushed. The pellet/applesauce mixture 
should not be stored for future use. Antacids may be used while taking NEXIUM. Drug Interactions Esomeprazole is extensively metabolized in 
the liver by CYP2C19 and CYP3A4. In vitro mi in vivo studies have shown that esomeprazole is not likely to inhibit CYPs 1A2, 2A6, 2C9, 2D6, 2E1 and 
3A4. No clinically relevant interactions with drugs metabolized by these CYP enzymes would be expected. Drug interaction studies have shown that 
esomeprazole does not have any clinically significant interactions with phenytoin, warfarin, quinidine, clarithromycin or amoxicillin. Post-marketing 
reports of changes in prothrombin measures have been received among patients on concomitant warfarin and esomeprazole therapy. Increases in INR 
and prothrombin time may lead to abnormal bleeding and even death. Patients treated with proton pump inhibitors and warfarin concomitantly may 
need to be monitored for increases in INR and prothrombin time. Esomeprazole may potentially interfere with CYP2C19, the major esomeprazole 
metabolizing enzyme. Coadministration of esomeprazole 30 mg and diazepam, a CYP2C19 substrate, resulted in a 45% decrease in clearance of 
diazepam. Increased plasma levels of diazepam were observed 12 hours after dosing and onwards. However, at that time, the plasma levels of 
diazepam were below the therapeutic interval, and thus this interaction is unlikely to be of clinical relevance. Coadministration of oral contraceptives, 
diazepam, phenytoin, or quinidine did not seem to change the pharmacokinetic profile of esomeprazole. Studies evaluating concomitant administration 
of esomeprazole and either naproxen (non-selective NSAID) or rofecoxib (COX-2 selective NSAID) did not identify any clinically relevant changes 
in the pharmacokinetic profiles of esomeprazole or these NSAIDs. Esomeprazole inhibits gastric acid secretion. Therefore, esomeprazole may 
interfere with the absorption of drugs where gastric pH is an important determinant of bioavailability (eg, ketoconazole, iron salts and 
digoxin). Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility The carcinogenic potential of esomeprazole was assessed using 
omeprazole studies. In two 24-month oral carcinogenicity studies in rats, omeprazole at daily doses of 1 .7, 3.4, 13.8, 44.0 and 140.8 mg/kg/day (about 
0.7 to 57 times the human dose of 20 mg/day expressed on a body surface area basis) produced gastric ECL cell carcinoids in a dose-related manner 
in both male and female rats; the incidence of this effect was markedly higher in female rats, which had higher blood levels of omeprazole. Gastric 
carcinoids seldom occur in the untreated rat. In addition, ECL cell hyperplasia was present in all treated groups of both sexes. In one of these studies, 
female rats were treated with 13.8 mg omeprazole/kg/day (about 5.6 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) for 1 year, then followed for 
an additional year without the drug. No carcinoids were seen in these rats. An increased incidence of treatment-related ECL cell hyperplasia was 
observed at the end of 1 year (94% treated vs 1 0% controls). By the second year the difference between treated and control rats was much smaller 
(46% vs 26%) but still showed more hyperplasia in the treated group. Gastric adenocarcinoma was seen in one rat (2%). No similar tumor was seen 
in male or female rats treated for 2 years. For this strain of rat no similar tumor has been noted historically, but a finding involving only one tumor is 
difficult to interpret. A 78-week mouse carcinogenicity study of omeprazole did not show increased tumor occurrence, but the study was not 
conclusive. Esomeprazole was negative in the Ames mutation test, in the in vivo rat bone marrow cell chromosome aberration test, and the in vivo 
mouse micronucleus test. Esomeprazole, however, was positive in the in vitro human lymphocyte chromosome aberration test. Omeprazole was 
positive in the in vitro human lymphocyte chromosome aberration test, the in vivo mouse bone marrow cell chromosome aberration test, and the 
in vivo mouse micronucleus test. The potential effects of esomeprazole on fertility and reproductive performance were assessed using omeprazole 
studies. Omeprazole at oral doses up to 138 mg/kg/day in rats (about 56 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) was found to have no 
effect on reproductive performance of parental animals. Pregnancy Teratogenic Effects. Pregnancy Category B Teratology studies have been 
performed in rats at oral doses up to 280 mg/kg/day (about 57 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) and in rabbits at oral doses up to 
86 mg/kg/day (about 35 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) and have revealed no evidence of impaired fertility or harm to the fetus 
due to esomeprazole. There are, however, no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. Because animal reproduction studies are not 
always predictive of human response, this drug should be used during pregnancy only if clearly needed. Teratology studies conducted with omeprazole 
in rats at oral doses up to 138 mg/kg/day (about 56 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) and in rabbits at doses up to 69 mg/kg/day 
(about 56 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) did not disclose any evidence for a teratogenic potential of omeprazole. In rabbits, 
omeprazole in a dose range of 6.9 to 69.1 mg/kg/day (about 5.5 to 56 times the human dose on a body surface area basis) produced dose-related 
increases in embryo-lethality, fetal resorptions, and pregnancy disruptions. In rats, dose-related embryo/fetal toxicity and postnatal developmental 
toxicity were observed in offspring resulting from parents treated with omeprazole at 13.8 to 138.0 mg/kg/day (about 5.6 to 56 times the human doses 
on a body surface area basis). There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. Sporadic reports have been received of 
congenital abnormalities occurring in infants born to women who have received omeprazole during pregnancy. Nursing Mothers The excretion of 
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the Desert One hostage 
rescue in Iran. To say it 
created a "hollow army" is 
absurd and proves Scales 
doesn't have the G-2 to make 
those statements. 

If Dwight, Douglas or 
George S. were alive today 
they would slap him for 
aiding and abetting the 
enemy, let alone for trying to 
destroy the morale of men in 
combat. 

-John F. Danko, Pittson, Pa. 

The armed forces' fascina- 
tion with high-tech bells and 
whistles is a reflection of 
the society from which 
they come: glitz, glamour, 
bombast and an "image-is- 
everything" mentality. 
Add the American loathing 
for taking casualties and 
the military-industrial 
complex Eisenhower warned 
about, and losing sight of 
the basics of warfare is the 
end result. 

- Ray Bushnell, Huntsville, Ala. 

Iraq and Afghanistan have 
proven the worth of precision 
air support. Is Scales blind to 
the results? We've come a 
long way since Vietnam. 

Ground fighting without 
this type of precision air 
support kills many more land 
fighters. Consider the daily 
loss figures. Our ground- 
fighter losses in both Iraq 
conflicts and in Afghanistan 
are but a small fraction in 
comparison to those during 
the Vietnam War. 

Sure, the ground fighters 
need to improve. And they 
are doing that. But don't 
suggest putting our defense 
funds into ground forces 
rather than precision bomb- 
ing support. That is dumb, 
dumb, dumb. 

- Alex Palos, Templeton, Calif. 



'The Privatization Problem' 

Gary Nugent couldn't sound 
any more like a politician trying 
to save his behind if he tried 
(October). That his primary 
concern is the cost of the 
privatized system and not the 
fact that more veterans would be 
receiving care they deserve is 
revealing. I couldn't believe 
what I was reading when he 
said, "A lot of veterans don't use 
the VA system - most of them." 
Well, shouldn't the system be 
more user-friendly? Nugent's 
statements reveal he wants less, 
not more, veterans to use the 
system. And he is worried more 
veterans would use the system if 
it was privatized. Unbelievable. 
Am I crazy to believe veterans 
deserve a system that is conve- 
nient and covered by the federal 
government? They did serve 
their country, didn't they? 

- Tim Yakich, Pittsburgh 

As Gary Nugent admitted, "A 
lot of veterans don't use the VA 
system - most of them." Should 
we not expose the reason why? 
No one will deny our govern- 
ment is committed to the 
medical care of those of us who 
have put our lives on the line for 
our country. But socialism has 
shown all over the world that it 
does not work nearly so well as 
free enterprise. 

- Dean Nichols, Winchester, Ore. 

'A Slippery Slope' 

The article by Mike Coppock 
raises more questions than it 
answers (October). According to 
oil-industry data, the United 
States consumes upwards of 21 
million barrels of oil each day, 
about 45 percent in the form of 
gasoline. Assuming the Arctic 



National Wildlife Refuge has the 
high-end estimate of 10 billion 
barrels of recoverable oil, and 
assuming all of that went to 
gasoline production, we're 
talking about less than three 
years of gasoline consumption 
as a trade-off for drilling in one 
of America's most spectacular 
places. Not everyone is con- 
vinced that such a trade-off 
makes sense. 

Those of us old enough to 
remember the 1970s gasoline 
shortages and the building of 
the Alaska pipeline also remem- 
ber something else: even then 
there was the realization that 
the United States could not drill 
its way out of dependence on 
foreign oil at current consump- 
tion rates. That remains truer 
than ever. 

- Tom Beckett, Denver 

The article by Mike Coppock 
drags up old business neglected 
for 30 years by our elected 
leaders. Oil companies said they 
could permanently end long 
lines at gas stations if only they 
could develop the North Slope 
and run a pipeline to Valdez. 
Shazam! 

Here we are in the 21st 
century, still depending on a 
foul, finite source of energy. The 
North Slope seems to be a flash 
in the pan, and now we want to 
develop ANWR to solve all our 
dependence on foreign oil. Sure 
we do. Supposedly we have an 
abundance of natural gas, but 
my monthly gas bill shows 
remarkable increases due to 
demand. And the oil companies 
continue to make FGP, or fat 
greasy profit. To define the 
problem, just follow the money. 
- Lloyd Davis, Norman, Okla. 



All or none? 

Rep. Jerrold Nadler, D-N.Y., 
opposes parental notification for 
teenage abortions on these 
grounds: "When young women 
have abortions, it's not because 
they want to - it's because they 
have to" (Big Issues, October). 

When losing gamblers put up 
their family's possessions to 
loan sharks, it's not because 
they want to - it's because they 
have to. Same pseudo-logic, but 
neither statement justifies the vi- 
cious action taken as a conse- 
quence of the previous vicious 
action. If parental notification 
discourages teenagers seeking 
abortions, that's fine. With any 
luck, some may think twice 
about premarital sex to start 
with. If it saves only a few, it is 
still worth it. 

-John Olsen, Port Townsend, Wash. 

Rep. Jerrold Nadler must 
clarify his position. Either he 
protects the safety of all young 
people or discriminates by 
protecting only some of them. 
-Joseph Hicswa, Passaic, N.J. 

Until our return 

I'm a National Guard soldier 
stationed in Baghdad, doing my 
time as a combat engineer. My 
wife is always sure to forward 
my magazine subscriptions, 
especially The American Legion. 

I joined Legion Post 382 in 
Bluffton, Ohio, just prior to 
deployment. Since then, I have 
grown even more appreciative of 
the sacrifices my fellow veterans 
have made throughout their 
military careers. Until our 
return, I thank you for your 
continued support. One day I 
hope I can return the same. 

- Sgt Joshua M. Barhorst, Baghdad 



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 • magazine@legion.org 
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commander's message 

Troops at war must feel our support 

Today an American soldier will pause in the shade of a grit-covered 
Humvee. The holidays will be on his mind. He will think of his 
family at home, in a free country. He will think of his duty. And he will 
think about how they are connected. 

Like other working Americans, he will take stock of the year's accom- 
plishments and contemplate new priorities. It will please him that he is 
standing in a very different Iraq from the one he found when he arrived. 
He has stood witness to history - free elections, new infrastructure, 
better security, the writing of a constitution. More schools are in ses- 
sion. New clinics are treating patients. Newspapers and radio stations 
are giving voice to the people rather than serving as organs of oppres- 
sion for a paranoid tyrant, now ousted, caged and facing charges. 

This year, the American soldier may be ordered to help rebuild 
another power plant. He might teach Iraqi police to provide security 
around a college campus. He will certainly dismantle roadside bombs 
placed by terrorists who want to shake his confidence and turn the 
American public against him and his cause. He will take pride in the 
progress, knowing the dangers and the work are far from over. 

Meanwhile, on the home front, someone will thrust up a sign or grab 
a microphone, perhaps outside a DoD hospital, and plead for the Ameri- 
can soldier - and for America - to cut and run. The protester will cry 
out that no more lives should be risked in the battle for a free Iraq. The 
protester will try to separate the war from the warrior. The protester will 
do the work of the enemy, using the right of free speech against soldiers 
who are trying to deliver similar rights to the people of Iraq. The soldier 
will consider the irony in that. And he will keep fighting, driven by 
generations before him that gave their lives for such freedoms. 

Today's media-hungry war-protest movement is an anti-freedom 
movement. The call to prematurely withdraw U.S. troops from the war 
on terrorism will quite likely - as public opposition to the Vietnam War 
showed us - have the unintended consequence of prolonging the fight. 
Ho Chi Minh described the antiwar movement in the 1960s as a second 
front in his march to relieve South Vietnam of its freedoms. 

Army Specialist Joe Roche, who served in the 16th Combat Engineer 
Battalion in Iraq, put it this way: "We have restored schools and univer- 
sities, hospitals, power plants and water systems. We have engineered 
new infrastructure projects. We have also brought security and order to 
areas once afflicted with chaos and brutality. We are transforming a 
once very sick society into a hopeful place." 

We are the good guys here. American soldiers are delivering freedom 
in Iraq. It is alarming that the antiwar movement fails to understand the 
importance this mission is to the prevention of events like the attacks in 
America on Sept. 11, 2001. It is alarming they believe an Iraq left alone 
to face terrorists will be better than an Iraq protected by U.S. forces. 

The American Legion adopted Resolution 169 last summer to send a 
message of support to our troops and to encourage veterans to speak out 
for freedom. It calls on veterans to employ their own rights to counter a 
movement that discredits those now serving in harm's way. Our troops 
must know they have our support and that their misguided opponents 
represent a fearful minority that forgets where freedom comes from. 




National Commander 
Thomas L. Bock 

MEMORANDA 

LETTERS FROM THE FRONT: 

Members of The American 
Legion family who have 
received letters from friends 
and relatives serving in the U.S. 
Armed Forces overseas are 
urged to mail or e-mail copies 
of those correspondences to 
National Headquarters. The 
letters will be considered for 
display at www.legion.org or 
publication in Dispatch or The 
American Legion Magazine. 
Troops also are invited to 
directly send their own stories 
and photos, particularly those 
showing progress toward 
freedom in Iraq. Messages can 
be sent to pr@legion.org or by 
mail to American Legion 
National Headquarters, 
Public Relations Division, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 

46206. 

BLUE STAR SALUTE: Again this 
year, The American Legion 
strongly encourages posts to 
collaborate with local chapters 
of the Sons of the American 
Revolution to conduct Blue Star 
Salutes on Armed Forces Day, 
May 20. Blue Star Salutes 
present unique opportunities to 
honor our nation's troops, their 
families and businesses that 
support citizen soldiers. 
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big issues) 



A timetable for withdrawal from Iraq 




SUPPORT 



Rep. Neil Abercrombie, 
D-Hawaii 

■ House Armed Services 
Committee and Tactical Air and 
Land Forces Subcommittee 



U.S. troops have performed in Iraq with bravery 
and distinction. Now we must decide whether 
their stay should be open-ended, or if there is a 
point beyond which Iraqis themselves must bear 
the burden for the security of their country. 

Speaking in 1999 of Kosovo, 
then-Texas Gov. George W. 
Bush said, "Victory means exit 
strategy, and it's important for 
the president to explain to us 
what the exit strategy is." It's 
time for President Bush to 
follow his own advice and give us an exit strategy 
that includes a timetable. That's why I joined Rep. 
Walter Jones, R-N.C., in a bipartisan resolution 
calling on the president to announce a timeline for 
bringing the troops home. 

The president says our goal is to transfer the 
security burden to the Iraqis themselves. We agree. 
Our legislation gives Iraqis more than three and a 
half years since their liberation to assume full 
responsibility for their internal security. If that's 
not enough time, how much longer will it take? 

Those who say a timetable would endanger the 
troops can't give a convincing explanation of why 
this is so. Both President Bush and Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld have said many times 
that they intend to withdraw the troops. Given 
their stated intention to withdraw, how does a 
timetable strengthen the hand of the insurgents? 

The lengthening stay in Iraq puts critical strains 
on U.S. military power: growing casualty lists, 
exhausting combat rotations, the long-term decline 
in military recruitment and the crushing cost of 
almost $2 billion per week. 

If we continue on the present course, the various 
factions in Iraq have no reason to make the 
political compromises necessary for long-term 
stability. Our troops deserve better. It's up to the 
nation's leadership to formulate a policy worthy of 
their sacrifices. 




THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

Some Americans say a timetable 
for U.S. military withdrawal from 
Iraq will encourage Iraqis to defend 

themselves. Others say such a 
decision would embolden terrorists. 



OPPOSE 

Sen. Saxby Chambliss, 
R-Ga. 

■ Senate Armed Services 
Committee and Select Committee 
on intelligence 

Critics of the liberation of Iraq call for a time- 
table of withdrawal of U.S. forces. Not only does 
such thinking demoralize the Iraqi government 
and people, but it also encourages the insurgents 
to think it will be their actions - not the comple- 
tion of the mission - that 
cause U.S. forces to with- 
draw. Even more important, 
it sends a message to the 
terrorists that all they need 
to do is wait us out. 
President Bush has clearly 
outlined the goals that need to be achieved in 
order for U.S. forces to leave Iraq. Those goals have 
been, and remain, that Iraq become a functioning 
democracy able to provide for its own security. 

Our troops are still playing a significant role in 
training Iraqi security forces and supporting them 
in combat operations. During a recent visit to our 
troops in Iraq, I saw the vast improvement of the 
168,000 Iraqi security personnel in their ability to 
defend the Iraqi people and fight the insurgents. 
Similarly, Iraqi security forces in Najaf have 
replaced U.S. forces and assumed responsibility for 
city security. Setting a date to withdraw our troops 
undermines the efforts not only of our troops but 
also of these Iraqi security forces, and it only 
emboldens the terrorists. 

Iraq's leaders also understand the need to keep 
U.S. troops in the country for now, both for inter- 
nal and external security. Iraq's president, Jalal 
Talabani, said a withdrawal of U.S. and multina- 
tional forces in the near future "could create grave 
threats to the region" and to the United States. 

I am optimistic about our mission in Iraq, in 
large part because of the professionalism, dedica- 
tion and sacrifice of our American soldiers. 

I am confident that as Iraqis stand up, Ameri- 
cans will stand down. However, setting a with- 
drawal timetable is the wrong message to send to 
terrorists. 
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I / omewhere in America this week, the wife of a 
^ young soldier will open an envelope. Inside it, 
J she will find a check. The much-needed money 
h — will be used to pay bills and buy groceries while 
her husband risks his life for the freedom of a 
long-oppressed country half a world away. For 
now, she is a single mom struggling to raise 
children on her own, praying her husband comes 
back whole. 

She occupies a timeless place in the annals of 
U.S. military families. Generation to generation, 
these families are connected by an invisible 
cord of sacrifice and duty for the sake of freedom 
in far-off lands. 

Following World War I, such American families 
gripped the heart of world-renowned pianist Ignace 
Jan Paderewski, a musical superstar of his time, 
who delivered $28,600 from four U.S. concerts in 
1925 to help seed the newly established American 
Legion Endowment Fund. Eighty years later, a little 
piece of Paderewski's heart - a heart that never left 
America - still beats in the grant money dispersed 
from the Legion's Temporary Financial Assistance 
program, which helps military families with young 
children. The TFA gets more than half its annual 
funding from the endowment. Interest from the 
endowment also produces substantial funding for 
the Legion's veterans rehabilitation services. 

Artist, composer, statesman, philosopher and 
activist for a free Poland - Paderewski was the 
biggest individual contributor in a Herculean 1925 
effort that generated more than $5 million for the 
Legion. Earnings have helped military families 
and disabled veterans of every war since. 

Poland owed everything to troops of the Ameri- 
can Expeditionary Forces, Paderewski professed. "I 
can never repay the debt my country owes to you 
men and women of the Legion," he said before he 
was pinned with the Legion's Distinguished 
Service Medal in 1926. "To your sacrifices, Poland 
owes in large part her security and freedom." 

His words resonate today, as U.S. troops continue 
to battle deadly insurgents in an effort to bring 
freedom and democracy to Iraq. 

Paderewski is often regarded as one of the 
greatest pianists ever to perform in concert. His 
performances sold out halls around the world 



before and after the turn of the century. Scores of 
young piano students in decades to come would 
spend innumerable after-school hours plinking 
through his sheet music. Paderewski, the activist, 
rallied Polish Americans to fight in the AEF and 
help reassemble a fractured Poland. He later 
helped Woodrow Wilson write the 13th of his 14 
Points. He signed the Treaty of Versailles and was 
chosen to lead a newly free Poland in 1919. A year 
later, he returned to the piano and played before 
packed houses after critics thought his career was 
over. 

When Hitler conquered Poland, Paderewski was 
heartbroken. He lobbied President Franklin 
Roosevelt to prepare America for war, but he did 
not live long enough to see U.S. forces crush the 
Axis and restore hope, once again, to Poland. 

During his career, Paderewski traveled the world 
not only to play music but also to espouse the 
virtues of democracy. He was an eclectic figure in 
the history of America, of Poland and of The 
American Legion. He indelibly influenced U.S. 
Ambassador Edward L. Rowny, a retired lieuten- 
ant general in the U.S. Army and former top 
Reagan administration official. 

Following are words of remembrance by Rowny: 

OO 

Paderewski told his sister that no matter what 
happened to his body, his heart must remain in 
the United States. His inspiration was the great 
19th-century composer, Frederick Chopin, whose 
body was laid to rest in Paris while his heart went 
where his love was, in Poland. 

Roosevelt wanted Paderewski buried at Arling- 
ton National Cemetery. When Secretary of War 
Henry Stimson advised the president that only 
U.S. citizens could be buried there, Roosevelt 
directed that Paderewski's body be interred in a 
crypt at Arlington, at the base of the mast of the 
Maine. It was to remain there until Poland was 
free again. Paderewski died on June 29, 1941, six 
months before the United States officially entered 
the war that would end Hitler's march through 
Europe. 

When his body was prepared, his heart was 
removed, and it mysteriously disappeared. For the 



next several decades, his admirers wondered what 
became of it. His sister spent two years searching 
for his heart before she died, never knowing. 

Paderewski was born Nov. 6, 1860, in the 
Russian-occupied city of Podolia. By the time he 
was 21, he attained national acclaim as a compos- 
er and concert pianist. His popularity soared. His 
virtuoso performances, sponsored by Steinway & 
Sons, brought renown to the piano manufacturer. 
He played some 300 concerts and was one of the 
first entertainers to take the stage at the newly 
built Carnegie Hall, on Nov. 17, 1891. That year, he 
netted $1 million. Tall and handsome, blue eyes 
and red hair, he played with drama and flair. 
Women swooned over him. 

By 1895, Poland had suffered its third partition 
at the hands of the Germans, Austrians and 
Russians. It ceased to exist. Paderewski began to 
write and speak on democracy, and to rally 
support in America for a free Poland. He loved 
America and its values. He played for presidents, 
some of whom were not yet elected at the time. 

In Palo Alto, Calif., during the early 1890s, a 
college student summoned Paderewski for a 
concert at Stanford University. When the artist 
arrived, only six people were in attendance. The 
student had failed to promote the show or sell 
tickets. Embarrassed, he asked Paderewski not to 
play and promised he would find a way to pay 
him. Paderewski waived his fee and played 
anyway. Afterward, the pianist learned the student 
owed $5,000 for rental of the concert hall and 
piano. Paderewski took out his checkbook and 
asked to whom he should make it out. "Herbert 
Hoover," the future U.S. president replied. 

On another tour date, in Fulton, Mo., a Viennese 
music teacher came backstage during an intermis- 
sion. A pre-teenage boy was in tow. The boy, she 
explained, could not play the trills of Paderewski's 
Minuet in G. After the concert, Paderewski worked 
with the boy until he mastered the piece. The boy 
was Harry Truman. 

Paderewski met Wilson in 1914. The friendship 
led Wilson and his top advisers to have the 
pianist-activist help write the 13th of Wilson's 
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Saved from Gov't cutter: public handout of 
rare full sheets of money now underway 

Public can be first to get this year's hottest Christmas Gift: full uncut sheets of real money 



By Mary Beth Andrews 

Universal Media Syndicate 



(UMS) Everybody loves the gift of 
money. 

But now people are getting full 
sheets of real money and they say it's 
like winning the Lottery. 

And here's how everybody wins. 

For the next 14 days, full uncut 
sheets of real money are being given 
up, not to banks, not to dealers and 
not just to the rich and famous, but 
directly to the general public. 

"We're bracing for all the calls. Please 
tell everyone to just keep trying. With 
only 14 days we are going to make damn 
sure everybody gets through," promised 
Stephen Speakman, National Director of 
Hotline Operations. 

Starting at precisely 10:00 a.m. 
Nov. 22, the National Hotline first 
opens. Those whose last name begins 
with A-N are given a special number 
to call and those with last names 
beginning with O-Z will have their 
own special number to call. 

"The money is being given up on a 
first come first served basis," 
Speakman said. 

The National hotlines will only stay 
open for 14 days to distribute the valu- 
able sheets of real money. But after 
midnight December 9, callers will be 
turned away. 

Those who get in on this now will be 
the really smart ones. Just think what 
they could be worth years from now. 

"Values of currency always fluctu- 
ate. It's difficult when you are compar- 
ing apples to oranges, but according to 
the Official Standard Guide to U.S. 
Paper Money which provides a com- 
plete guide of valuations, some uncir- 
culated 1928 one dollar bills have 
increased in value by over 6,400%. In 
fact, a full uncut dozen of 1928 dollar 
bills recently sold for $18,400.00," 
Speakman said. 

"You would expect to see these 
uncut money sheets on display in the 
Oval Office or under guard at the 
Smithsonian," he said. 

They are so rare, banks don't even 



have them. Until now, only government 
offices in Washington or those lucky 
enough to be 'in the know' could get 
their hands on uncut sheets of real 
money. All you cover is the face value 
with a simple vault transfer fee. 

"You can actually spend it. It's 
real money. But anyone would be an 
absolute fool to cash them in 
because they're worth so much 
more," Speakman confirmed. 

There's going to be a lot of excited 
people when they unwrap these valu- 
able full sheets of money this 
Christmas. It's a ton of money when 
you see the full vault stack of all three 
sheets. 

"These sheets of money make it so 
easy to take care of everyone on 
your gift list all at once without hav- 
ing to waste your time shopping. You 
can take care of parents, grandpar- 
ents, children, grandchildren, clergy, 
co-workers, friends, the mailman 
and even the hardest person to buy 
for. They will all be so impressed," 
Speakman said. 

Once they get them they'll try to get 
more but it will be too late. When 
they're gone, they're gone. 

That's why the next 14 days are so 
critical. It is important that the general 
public follow the local time clocks and 
call the assigned Toll Free numbers to 
beat the deadline. 

So, on your mark, get set, go. Now 
you'll be the first to have your shop- 
ping done this year. ■ 



When to call to 
get the money 





LAST NAMES A-N 
START CALLING AT 
10:00 A.M. NOV. 22 

1-800-326-1627 



LAST NAMES 0-Z 
START CALLING AT 
10:00 A.M. NOV. 22 

1-800-207-1642 



DEPT. US110 

BOTH LINES ARE OPEN UNTIL 
MIDNIGHT DECEMBER 9, 2005 

All readers whose last name begins 
with the letter A-N start calling the 
National Toll Free Hotline at 10:00 am. 
Nov. 22 until midnight Dec. 9, your 
number is 1-800-326-1627. 

Those whose last name begins with 

0- Z start calling the National Toll 
Free Hotline at 10:00 a.m. Nov. 22 
until midnight Dec. 9, your number is 

1- 800-207-1642. 

A special discount is being given for 
each complete Vault Stack which includes 
the $1 , $2, and $5 sheets each packaged in 
individual Black Angus Banker Portfolios 
and three gift boxes. The World Reserve 
Monetary Exchange reserves the right to 
limit any quantity and discontinue this 
public release at any time. All transactions 
are backed by the World Reserve 
Monetary Exchange with a money back 
guarantee up to $10,000.00. 




SAVED: These rarely 
seen uncut sheets of 
real U.S. legal tender 
have been saved from 
the huge cutter that 
turns them into ordinary 
single bills. The crisp 
new sheets of real 
money are being 
released to the general 
public in the full uncut 
sheets for just 14 days. 
The final deadline is at 
midnight December 9, 
2005. 



VALUABLE GIFTS: It's so easy to take care of every- 
one on your gift list all at once with these full uncut 
sheets of real money. This is the Full Vault stack of 
money. It includes the $1, $2 and $5 with three sepa- 
rate Black Angus Banker's Portfolios and three golden 
Gift Boxes. It's a ton of money when you see it. 
Currency values always fluctuate, but a full uncut dozen 
sheet of the first small Washington dollar bills from 
1928 recently sold for $18,400.00. 
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REAL MONEY: The highly popular full Money Pack includes 
the full sheets of both the $1 and $2 in separate rich Black 
Angus Banker's Portfolios and individual golden gift boxes. 
This full Money Pack of real legal tender $1 and $2 money 
sheets is so popular because it's very affordable, and such a 
generous and impressive gift for anyone. 
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14 Points - calling for the reconstitution of a free 
and independent Poland. Paderewski later accom- 
panied Wilson to the Hall of Mirrors, where they 
signed the Treaty of Versailles. Paderewski would 
be the prime minister of a new, free Poland. 

He believed in the connection between the arts 
and world affairs and said performing artists were 
in a unique position to effectively promote freedom 
through their talents. He funded programs in 
which successful artists were cross-trained in 
international affairs and accomplished scholars 
were immersed in the arts. He also gave freely of 
his time and money to support programs to 
advance women's rights and to assist widowed, 
indigent and abused Polish women. 



commemorate the 40th anniversary of Paderews- 
ki's death. He agreed. Reagan's speech that day 
reflected on Paderewski's philosophy and promised 
U.S. support of the labor movement there, to wrest 
Poland from Soviet domination. That day, The 
American Legion placed a marker at Paderewski's 
longtime resting place that read: 

IN MEMORY OF IGNACE JAN PADEREWSKI 

ARTIST, COMPOSER, MUSICIAN, 
STATESMAN, PATRIOT, HUMANITARIAN 
AND FRIEND OF AMERICAN WAR VETERANS. 
MAY HIS SOUL REST IN THE 
PEACEFUL FREEDOM HE SO WANTED 
FOR HIS HOMELAND OF POLAND. 



For years following his death, the mystery of 
Paderewski's missing heart stumped his admirers. 
Decades later, by luck, one of Lech Walesa's Ameri- 
can relatives saw the initials I.J.P. on a crypt while 
visiting a cemetery in Brooklyn, N.Y. The caretaker 
confirmed that the crypt 
indeed held the heart of 
Paderewski. In 1986, under 
the auspices of the Polish- 
American Congress, his heart 
was placed in a shrine 
dedicated to his patron saint, 
Our Lady of Czestochowa, in 
Doylestown, Pa. 

His body had remained 
under the mast of the Maine 
for years, a fact known only 
to a few. President Kennedy 
learned of it after seeing an 
article in The Washington 
Post and ordered a marker be 
placed at the crypt's entrance 
to acknowledge it. 

Kennedy ordered me, the 
senior Polish-American in 
uniform, back from Vietnam 
to witness the unveiling of 
the marker. 

I had first heard of Pa- 
derewski from my grand- 
mother when I was 6 years old; she instilled in me 
an appreciation of his music, statesmanship and 
patriotism. The president gave a moving speech 
that day. He echoed Paderewski's philosophy in 
declaring that artists, as free spirits, are uniquely 
qualified to promote democracy. 

In 1981, I served as President Reagan's chief 
arms-control negotiator. I prevailed upon him to 



The Paderewski 
Scholarship 

Retired Lt. Gen. Edward L 
Rowny funded the Paderewski 
Scholarship, an annual program 
allowing Polish students to 
attend leadership training 
programs through the Fund for 
American Studies at 
Georgetown University. The 
Fund for American Studies now 
administers the scholarship. 
Scholars study political, 
business and cultural affairs to 
help build closer ties between 
the United States and Poland. 
For information about the fund 
and how to make donations, 
contact Ed Turner, Fund for 
American Studies, at (202) 986- 
0384 or by writing to 1706 
New Hampshire Ave. N.W., 
Washington, DC 20009. 

Visit www.paderewskirowny. 

org for more information. 



In 1988, Reagan authorized me to tell Walesa 
that when he became president of Poland, Pa- 
derewski's body would be returned. In 1989, the 
Berlin Wall came down, the Cold War ended, and 
Poland regained its freedom. Plans were made to 
return Paderewski's body on the 50th anniversary 
of his death - June 29, 1991. Walesa, on 
a state visit to America, said he had not 
sufficiently consolidated the govern- 
ment to welcome the artist home on 
that date and asked that it be postponed 
until June 29, 1992. 

On that date, I was in Warsaw with 
Paderewski's body. I was honorary 
chairman of a group of distinguished 
Polish Americans, including Past 
National Commander of The American 
Legion Michael Kogutek. We had 
participated in a magnificent ceremony 
at Arlington National Cemetery, where 
Paderewski's casket was draped in a 
Polish flag and transported to Andrews 
Air Force Base. Upon our arrival in 
Warsaw, we were greeted to another 
elaborate ceremony, attended by Wale- 
sa, prominent Polish leaders and two of 
Paderewski's living second cousins. 

We traveled in a military procession. 
Thousands lined the streets, waving 
American and Polish flags. At the 
Baroque Royal Castle in downtown 
Warsaw, President George H.W. Bush formally 
delivered Paderewski's body and exalted the 
composer's philosophy on art and democracy, 
patriotism and passion. 

There, Paderewski's body could finally rest in 
peace, in a Poland he dreamed to see free. His 
heart, meanwhile, remains in America, where his 
love and gratitude would forever reside. || 
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THE BED LOVED BY 
SORE ACHY BACKS. 

Say goodbye to nagging back pain and restless, sleepless 
nights. Better sleep is as easy as a touch of a button 
on the revolutionary SLEEP NUMBER® bed. 

MORE COMFORTABLE BECAUSE 
YOU CONTROL THE FIRMNESS 

Unlike ordinary fixed-firmness mattresses, the Sleep Number® bed lets 
YOU adjust the firmness and comfort to your exact preference, 
your Sleep Number®. The gentle air chambers cradle and conform 
to every inch of your body, providing better support and 
more proper spinal alignment. 




"My \m,o\m, was the first om to ge 
sleep Number bed. \t v^ade s>o 
kfl-ppy to see the relief she got 
from, bflctepflliA,. ihe\A, ( got w,y 
owia, sleep Number bed... It's so 
covwfoytable. it's vuce to fli/ually 
fliA/d scmethliA,g that gives you. 
both covrfovt a\A,d si/cpport." 
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THE BED CHIROPRACTORS AND 
SLEEP EXPERTS RECOMMEND 

The Sleep Number® bed is clinically proven to improve 
sleep quality and relieve back pain — an amazing 93% 
of back pain sufferers reported relief* No wonder 
sleep experts and chiropractors recommend it. 

Call 1 -800-831 -1211, ext. 35592 

for your FREE Video and Brochure kit with full 
details about our 30-Night In-Home Trial. 





FIRMER I SOFTER 





1-800-831-1211 



YES! Please rush me a FREE Brochure 
and Video on □ DVD or □ VHS tape. 

(choose one) 

Mr./Mrs./Ms. 

Name (Please print) 



ext. 35592 




Address 
City 



State 



Zip 



Daytime Phone Email 

Mail to: Select Comfort 6105 Trenton Lane N., Minneapolis, MN 55442 
ext. 35592 




IN AMERICA'S 



Keep the American Dream American 



BY JAMES P. HOFFA 
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At the end of World War II, the Teamsters Union 
fought hard to make sure men and women 
who served their country were treated with respect 
when they returned. That meant more than a 
homecoming parade or a picture in the paper. It 
meant the American dream you fought so hard to 
protect would still be there when you got home. 

The Teamsters are still fighting that battle today, 
albeit in a different war and on a different econom- 
ic landscape. In 1945, you worried your job might 
have gone to the guy down the street, not China or 
Mexico. Today's servicemembers face a much 
tougher situation. They and thousands of other 
Americans are struggling to make ends meet while 
corporate tax cuts and poorly negotiated trade 
agreements crumble the ground beneath their feet. 

The solid, family-supporting jobs that birthed 
the American middle class have been largely 
replaced by low-wage jobs without benefits. 
Poverty is on the rise, the number of Americans 
without health insurance is growing, and too 
many people are chasing a secure retirement well 
into their 60s and 70s. 

Poor Choices. With so many signs pointing to an 
erosion of our quality of life, you might wonder 
what the government is doing about it. Well, this 
year the Navy overlooked Sikorsky Inc., the U.S. 
company that has made the airframe for the 
presidential helicopter for the past 50 years. Now 



Teamster jobs are in jeopardy, and the president is 
riding around in a helicopter with a "Made in 
Italy" stamp on the back. 

Sikorsky is just one example of the federal 
government's downright complicity in the face of 
U.S. job loss. When Congress passed the Buy 
American Act in 1933, the government was taking 
action to solve the problems of working people. 
The act helped dig us out of an economic hole by 
requiring companies doing business with the 
federal government to have 50 percent or more 
of their product grown, made or mined in the 
United States. 

Over the years, that investment in U.S. labor has 
become riddled with loopholes. The Department of 
Defense currently has agreements with 21 coun- 
tries that waive the 50-percent threshold if compli- 
ance is "inconsistent with the public interest." 
Since when is job creation against the best interest 
of the American people? With more than 3 million 
manufacturing jobs lost since 2001, the govern- 
ment should be doing all it can to make sure U.S. 
taxpayer dollars are spent supporting American 
jobs, not pushing them out the door. 

The Buy American law is also a question of 
national security. The military believes we are no 
longer a leader in research and technology and 
therefore must look overseas to fulfill our defense 
needs. But dependence on foreign sources could 

SEE AMERICAN DREAM, PAGE 20 
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BEST INTEREST 



BY ALISON ACOSTA FRASER 



The Case for Free Trade 



I drive an Oldsmobile. In fact, my first car was an 
Oldsmobile. Thanks to the innovations of Henry 
Ford, the American auto industry helped to 
catapult the United States into a huge manufactur- 
ing economy that exported many of its goods and 
employed millions of Americans. But over the past 
several decades, manufacturing employment has 
shrunk. This does not mean America is losing 
jobs. Rather, the workforce continues to grow, 
millions of jobs have been created, unemployment 
is dazzlingly low, and real wages have risen. 

The heart of the "Buy American" argument is to 
protect U.S. manufacturing jobs. But rather than 
adjust our buying habits, the best protection for 
American jobs is the pressure for innovation that 
free trade brings. 

Changing American Jobs. It s no secret the 
nation's economy is moving from manufacturing- 
based to service-based employment. This transi- 
tion is painful for those in manufacturing, but our 
nation has experienced such transitions before. In 
the 1940s, farmers comprised about 20 percent of 
the working population. That's one of every five 
people. Today that number is less than one in 50, 
but the country did not fall into ruin as people left 
the farm looking for other types of work. 

Though the United States has lost manufacturing 
jobs, those who remain in manufacturing tend to 
have highly skilled jobs with higher wages, and we 



or creating new 



opportu 



continue to grow and prosper as new jobs are 
created in other industries. This means painful loss 
for some, but it also brings far greater benefits to 
the rest of us in the same way we benefited from 
moving from an agriculturally based economy to a 
manufacturing one. We don't know exactly what 
the jobs and industries of the future will be; we 
just know they will be different from today's. 
Surely we would not have wanted to protect jobs 
on the farm if it meant giving up the tremendous 
gains in opportunity and employment enjoyed by 
many more Americans over the past 60 years. 

Free Trade. The founder of modern economics, 
Adam Smith, wrote in "The Wealth of Nations" 
that free trade promotes economic growth by 
allowing specialization of labor among nations. 

Smith argues that a family would be reduced to 
poverty if it had to survive only on what it could 
produce. Think about the pioneers who worked 
long, grueling hours to make everything they 
needed but still remained dirt poor. Put another 
way, imagine you are a leader in a small commu- 
nity. Could your town grow all its own food, 
weave its own cloth and sew its own clothes, 
make its own furniture, forge the steel for making 
its own cars and appliances, make computer chips 
and so forth? It's virtually impossible for one 
community to produce all the raw materials, 

SEE FREE TRADE, PAGE 21 
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American Dream (continued from page 18) 



lead to product delays, quality problems and even 
denial of vital items from suppliers who may not 
agree with our defense or security objectives. This 
happened to us in Vietnam and most recently 
during the Iraq war: a Swiss industrialist refused 
to ship critical parts under contract because he 
disagreed with the current administration's war 
policy. 

Corporate vs. Human Rights. While refusal to 
invest public dollars in its own people is discour- 
aging enough, our government does not exactly 
ride the fence when it comes to the private sector 
either. Congress' recent approval of the Central 
American Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA) - a 
virtual blueprint of the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment - was another sad 
testament to the valuation of 
corporate rights over human 
rights in our society. 

Since NAFTA passed in 
1994, we've lost 2.5 million 
jobs, and our trade balance 
with Mexico has gone from a 
surplus to a $50 billion 
deficit. The promise of job 
creation was a sham. Did it 
allow for cheaper labor and 
production costs? Sure. But 
there's no guarantee that 
money saved goes into the 
pockets of consumers. How 
can we sell our products to 
countries where the majority 
struggles to keep a roof 
overhead? Mexican citizens 
cross our borders every day 
because crushing poverty 
keeps them from feeding 
their families. I don't think 
they're in the market for a 
new car. Yet CAFTA has 
taken this model and extend- 
ed it to five more countries in 
Central America. 

The great myth of so-called free trade is that 
it removes barriers and creates a level playing 
field to let the best man - or company - win. But 
the reality is that free-trade agreements we've 
negotiated are heavily weighted to protect large 
corporations at the expense of workers and the 
general public. 



How American does it have to be? 

Product marketers in the United States 
must comply with Federal Trade 
Commission guidelines to describe their 
wares as "made in America." The FTC has 
the power to prosecute companies that 
make false or misleading claims about their 
products. U.S.-origin claims fall into two 
categories: qualified and unqualified. 

Qualified. A qualified "Made in USA" claim 
describes "the extent, amount or type of a 
product's domestic content or processing." 
Unqualified. For a product to be 
considered "made in America" without 
qualifications or limits on the claim, the 
product must be "all or virtually all" made 
in the United States. 

The term "United States" includes the 50 
states, D.C., and U.S. territories. 

"All or virtually all" means "all significant 
parts and processing that go into the 
product must be of U.S. origin." 

More info 

Consult the FTC's publication "Enforcement 
Policy Statement on U.S. Origin Claims," or 
visit the FTC on the Web. 

www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/ 
buspubs/madeusa.htm 



Just look at how CAFTA scurried to protect 
intellectual property rights but refused to require 
our trading partners to respect workers' rights. 
That is to say, we worry about the rights of a 
pharmaceutical company when a developing 
country wants to fight AIDS at a reduced cost, but 
when children toil in sweatshops or the unsolved 
murders of union leaders pile up, we not only 
remain silent but reject the opportunity to better 
the situation. 

With these basic human rights left unprotected, 
it is next to impossible for workers anywhere to get 
ahead. Economic development for Central Ameri- 
can workers will remain stalled, while U.S. work- 
ers will be dragged further down in this tragic and 
unnecessary race to the 
bottom. 



Speaking Up. In the late 
1980s, Wal-Mart launched a 
"Buy American" campaign to 
tout its commitment to U.S. 
jobs. Today, Wal-Mart spends 
$15 billion a year on Chinese 
exports, one-eighth of our 
trade deficit with China in 
2003. This insatiable demand 
for cheap goods has crushed 
local competitors and driven 
thousands of U.S. jobs 
overseas. With hundreds 
of thousands of manufactur- 
ing and textile jobs disap- 
pearing overseas, buying 
American certainly has not 
gotten any easier. But while 
buying a Ford or a Chevy 
won't erase our trade deficit 
with China or Mexico, it will 
let politicians know where 
our priorities lie. We must 
let our politicians - like the 
ones who voted for CAFTA 
or opposed strengthening 



the Buy American Act - 
know that we are watching them. We must 
hold them accountable for protecting our best 
interests. || 

James P. Hoffa is general president of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters, which represents 
more than 1.4 million workers throughout the United 
States and Canada. 



Free Trade (continued from page 19) 
□ 

goods and services we require in our lives. 

That is why communities, regions and nations 
specialize in producing what they can do most 
efficiently and trade for other needs. Consider this 
illustration from the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas' 2002 annual report: given our climate and 
technology, it is still possible for America to grow 
all the bananas we consume. We could build, 
equip and heat enough hothouses to grow imported 
banana trees. But it's economically ridiculous to 
contemplate. Instead, we import bananas and 
concentrate on more economically rewarding 
enterprises, like building aircraft or producing 
lifesaving new drugs. As our economy evolves, we 
are constantly producing new, different goods and 
services while other nations produce what we once 
did. Thus, as manufacturing jobs decline, more 
jobs in new industries spring up to take their place. 

Rather than a threat, free trade is a win-win 
opportunity that gives us access to more goods and 
services at lower costs. It raises the standard of 
living for all Americans and brings huge benefits 
to low-income families and seniors living on fixed 
incomes by giving us access to a dazzling array of 
goods that we could never produce ourselves, as 
well as low-cost goods. U.S. demand for inexpen- 
sive foreign goods helps to create jobs in develop- 
ing countries, improving their standard of living 
and fueling their ability to acquire our exports, be 
they Hollywood movies or the latest antibiotics. 
Just as we benefit from low-cost and diverse goods 
made internationally, other countries benefit from 
what we produce more efficiently at home. 

This global synergy improves freedom and 
opportunity worldwide by helping to eradicate 
poverty in the poorest countries. In the words of 
FDR's secretary of state, Cordell Hull, "When 
goods do not cross borders, armies do." We should 
be rewarding countries that open their societies by 
moving toward democracy, just as India has done 
by moving away from socialism. 

Protect or Isolate? Many worry about the trade 
deficit's impact on jobs. Actually, trade deficits 
grow when the economy grows. Economist Daniel 
Griswald says that over the past 25 years, unem- 
ployment fell nearly half of 1 percent when trade 
deficits grew, while the reverse was true when 
deficits shrank. 

Protectionist policies don't protect U.S. jobs; they 
isolate America from the rest of the world. They 
are also costly failures. One of the most spectacu- 
lar of these was the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act, 



which "protected" more than 20,000 products 
through massive tariffs. As a result, unemploy- 
ment grew from 3.2 percent to a high of 24.9 per- 
cent in 1933. World trade shrank 300 percent. 

The "voluntary" import limits Japanese carmak- 
ers accepted in the 1980s did not protect U.S. auto 
manufacturers. Foreign-car companies instead 
looked for other opportunities and opened up 
plants in the United States. What resulted from 
these restrictions was not the renaissance of the 
U.S. auto industry - sadly, there is no more Oldsmo- 
bile - but increased dominance of foreign cars that 
are domestically built and a continuing decline in 
Detroit's domination. Protecting traditional U.S. 
auto companies was the goal, and it failed. 

The more recent steel tariff, aimed at protecting 
U.S. workers, raised steel prices on all American 
manufacturers - and because steel-using jobs 
outnumber steel-producing jobs 57 to 1, it ended 
up destroying more jobs than it saved. 

The massive job of rebuilding the homes, 
businesses, roads and levees in the Gulf states 
after the recent hurricanes will be made more 
expensive and slower by costly tariffs on lumber, 
cement and steel. Breaking down these tariffs 
would reduce the costs of these items, make them 
more abundant, and likely increase regional 
investment and employment prospects. 

Innovation the Key. Mike Eskew, chairman and 
CEO of UPS, likens today's angst over trade to 25 
years ago, when Americans were afraid the United 
States would lose all its good jobs to Japan. This 
never occurred because "American business did 
what we've historically done best: we innovated." 

Competitive pressures from international trade 
push businesses to constantly search for innova- 
tion and, as a result, develop new products and 
services. While my grandfather's Oldsmobile is no 
longer made, Saturns are, and new hybrid cars are 
available to consumers. Where we once had 
transistor radios and vinyl albums, we now have 
iPods and downloadable music from the Internet. 
Where we once exported cars, we now export 
financial and educational services, movies and 
new medicines. 

The lesson is simple and clear: as long as Ameri- 
ca exercises free trade, U.S. workers will continue 
to enjoy a vital, dynamic job market. || 

Alison Acosta Fraser is director of the Thomas A. 
Roe Institute for Economic Policy Studies at the 
Heritage Foundation. 
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Army chaplains 
leave Fort Jackson 
equipped to help 
soldiers face life- 
and death - 
on the battlefield. 

BY MATT GRILLS 




T 



Today's 
chaplaincy 

2,860 Chaplains 
serving 1.4 million 
U.S. active-duty 
personnel 
240 Religious 
organizations 
that ordain 
and "endorse" 
chaplains in 2005, 
up from 10 in 1945 
451 Southern 
Baptist chaplains, 
most represented 
among faiths 
355 Catholic 
priest chaplains 
109 Church of God 
in Christ chaplains 
68 Church of the 
Nazarene chaplains 
61 Chaplains of 
the Full Gospel 
Fellowship of 
Churches and 
Ministries 
International 
58 Cleveland, Tenn.- 
based Church of 
God chaplains 

Source: The Washington Post 



he first lesson for Army chaplains 
training at Fort Jackson, S.C., is 
that they are men and women of the 
cloth - specifically, woodland green 
camouflage. 

Some are still seminary students 
when they arrive at the U.S. Army 
Chaplain Center and School. Others 
are recent graduates. But here they 
will unlearn much of what they've just 
learned. Forget counting on the books 
and whatever your professors told you, 
Chaplain Maj. Steven Mark Jones 
advises them. You're in the Army now, 
where ministry is more likely to occur 
on a bloody battlefield than in a com- 
fortable church sanctuary. 

"Your theology is worthless until it 
has been distilled in the crucible of 
human suffering," Jones says, his voice 
charged with emotion. "You've got a kid 
lying there with his arm blown off. His 
world is never going to be the same. 
'Well, Jesus loves you and everything's 
going to be all right. Just thank God 
you're not dead.' Some of them would 
rather be dead than face living life 
mangled. Whatever their experience is, 
a chaplain has to be willing to go there 
with soldiers and bring God in faith and 
hope, not pat answers." 

In today's Army, in today's global war 
against terrorism, religion's role on the 
battlefield is more complex than ever. 
American chaplains are, without 



exception, noncombatants. That much 
has changed since the Revolution. 
What hasn't changed is the desire of 
religious clergy of all faiths - Protes- 
tant, Catholic, Jewish and, in recent 
years, Muslim and Eastern Orthodox 
Christian - to provide crucial moral and 
spiritual support to the U.S. soldier. 

How Firm a Foundation. The Chaplain 
Officer Basic Course, or CHOBC, is a 
long 13 weeks for chaplains and chap- 
lain candidates. Most are already in 
their mid- to late 30s when they under- 
go training, offered twice a year. 
Classes are between 60 and 90 students, 
with as many as 120 during summer. 

Some, like Capt. Anthony Randall of 
Denver, have prior military experience. 
A Free Methodist pastor who spent five 
years on active duty after graduating 
from West Point, Randall said he spent 
some time in the corporate world before 
he felt called by God to re-enlist - as a 
chaplain. "My wife and I did the Beverly 
Hillbillies backward," he says. "We sold 
everything we owned, and for the past 
three years I've been a full-time semi- 
nary student." 

Others, like 1st Lt. Navon Lindo of 
New York, are new to the military. Now 
in his last year of Church of God 
seminary at Anderson University in 
Indiana, Lindo has spent his summer 
break learning how to put on a uniform, 



'We believe we are all from one family' 

In 1987, DoD registered the Buddhist Churches of America as an ecclesiastical endorsing agency, opening the 
door for Buddhist chaplains. In 1998, DoD authorized recruitment of chaplains to serve Hindu soldiers. 

Lt. Abuhena Saif-ul-lslam, in 1999, became the first Navy Muslim chaplain assigned to the U.S. Marine Corps. 
Assigned to Camp Pendleton, his responsibilities included counseling with Marines and offering prayers at 
nondenominational events. "We believe we are all from one family," he told the San Diego Union-Tribune. 
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how to salute and how to march. He 
happened upon the Army chaplaincy's 
Web page one day while looking for 
opportunities to minister to soldiers. "It 
really intrigued me. I took a chance on 
the program, and I'm enjoying it." 

With five weeks of basic soldier 
training and a month of classroom 
instruction under their belts, Randall 
and Lindo will apply what they've 
learned during Capstone, the final stage 
of their development. It begins with a 
4. 5 -mile hike into the woods, where the 
chaplains spend the better part of a 
week conducting field worship services 
and graveside honors, dealing with 
testy COs and desperate soldiers in 
various scenarios, and struggling to 
minister as dozens are killed or wound- 
ed in mock explosions. Thrown into the 
Capstone activities are a couple of 
midnight chemical attacks, just to test 
the chaplains' mettle. 

"Here they're given a real field 
environment, with some exhaustion, 
some discomfort. It brings theory into 
reality," says Jones, a Southern Baptist 
pastor who joined the Army Reserve as 
a chaplain in 1989 and went active duty 
in 1994. Jones built his resume on tours 
with the 82nd Airborne and 10th 
Special Forces, in such places as 
Bosnia, Kosovo and Baghdad, qualify- 
ing him to prepare young chaplains for 
what they'll face if - or more likely, 



when - they're deployed to Afghani- 
stan or Iraq. 

"Soldiers become more spiritually 
oriented when combat's for real," Jones 
says. "They sort through faith issues, 
truth issues, eternal things. For me, 
being valuable in those moments made 
the suffering, the distance, the family 
price you pay all worth it - being at the 
right place at the right time, with 
credibility, because I was in the middle 
of it with them." 

The war on terror has required the 
Army to modify and change many 
aspects of its training. The chaplaincy is 
no exception. Because chaplains must 
be able to fully relate to the soldiers 
they counsel, Capstone now includes 
studies in the detection of improvised 
explosive devices - the single greatest 
threat to U.S. troops serving in Iraq - 
and mass-casualty response. 

Chaplain Maj. Mark Thompson is 
one of CHOBC's small-group leaders. 
A Methodist pastor, he followed the 
Marines into Baghdad in 2003 before 
serving as a troop command chaplain 
at Eisenhower Medical Center at Fort 
Gordon, Ga., where he ministered 
to wounded soldiers. 

"When you're in a combat situation, 
you're going to deal with the people you 
eat breakfast with," Thompson says. 

He recalls having coffee with friends 
one morning the week before Easter, 



The first Jewish 
Army chaplain 

The first Jewish 
chaplain in the U.S. 
Army was Michael 
Mitchell Allen, 65th 
Regiment 5th 
Pennsylvania 
Cavalry. When the 
Army disqualified 
him from serving as 
a chaplain, the 
regiment again 
ignored the law's 
Christian proviso 
and elected Rabbi 
Arnold Fischel 
chaplain. His 
application was 
denied. Congress 
amended the law in 
July 1862. 

The first black 
Army chaplain 

The first Army 
chaplain of African 
descent is believed 
to be the Rev. 
Henry McNeal 
Turner, who in 1863 
became chaplain of 
the 1st Regiment, 
U.S. Colored Troops. 
He later became a 
Georgia lawmaker 
and college 
president. 
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Prisoners of war 

During the Korean War, a number of Army chaplains were imprisoned in POW camps. Chaplain Emil J. Kapaun 
fought communist indoctrination among the men, cared for the sick and dying, and stole food for other prisoners. 
He died in camp and was posthumously awarded the Legion of Merit. Chaplain Kenneth C. Hyslop died of 
starvation 38 days into captivity, mostly from internal injuries from mistreatment. And Chaplain Wayne H. Burdue 
was taken prisoner during an ambush at Kunu-ri in November 1950. He died in prison eight months later. 
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Chaplain's Medal 
for Heroism 

The Chaplain's 
Medal for Heroism 
is a U.S. military 
decoration 
authorized by 
Congress on Jan. 
18, 1961. Also 
known as the 
Chaplain's Medal of 
Honor and the Four 
Chaplains Medal, it 
commemorates the 
actions of four U.S. 
Army chaplains who 
died in the line of 
duty Feb. 3, 1943. 

Chaplains George L. 
Fox (Methodist), 
Alexander D. Goode 
(Jewish), Clark V. 
Poling (Dutch 
Reformed) and John 
P. Washington 
(Roman Catholic) 
were sailing on the 
same troop- 
transport ship when 
it was torpedoed by 
a German U-boat. 
As the vessel sank, 
the four chaplains 
aided in evacuation, 
handed out life 
jackets to others 
and helped 
wounded sailors to 
safety. Their arms 
linked, they went 
down with the ship, 
praying together on 
the deck. 

The Chaplain's 
Medal for Heroism 
was posthumously 
presented by the 
president to the 
chaplains' families. 
It is considered a 
commemorative 
decoration not 
intended for wear 
on a military 
uniform. The medal 
does not appear on 
any military award 
precedence charts. 

Source: Wikipedia 




In the final phase of the Chaplain Officer 
Basic Course, Army chaplains practice 
ministering to wounded soldiers. NeiiaHobson 

right outside Baghdad, before they 
went out to do traffic control. "About 
noon we got a call that there had been 
an attack - two men down and another 
two wounded." 

Thompson joined the medevac flight; 
trained as a combat lifesaver, he can 
assist if the medic needs help. Together 
they carried two bodies and assisted the 
injured into a vehicle bound for the 
hospital. "One kid lost his hand and 



part of his arm, and I was looking 
around in the sand to find what was left 
in case we were able to put him back 
together. At that point, I prayed over 
both of them, then spent time with the 
two other soldiers who were wounded. 
Basically, I read Scripture and just held 
them. They were both in shock. That's 
the kind of thing we do." 

One Team. Every Capstone instructor 
is an experienced chaplain who has been 
deployed, most of them to Iraq or 
Afghanistan. Supporting them are their 
ever-present, and combat- qualified, 
chaplain assistants. 

"We're the mothers and fathers of 
the platoons here," says Staff Sgt. Cliff 
Oliver, who re-enlisted as a chaplain's 
assistant in 1997 and now serves on 
staff at the Army Chaplain Center and 
School. "We try to emulate what a 
good chaplain assistant would be like 
when the chaplains get to their units." 
He explains that chaplain assistants 
function as the other side of a unit 
ministry team, or UMT. Whether 
preparing worship bulletins or throwing 
their chaplains to the ground at the 
sound of gunfire, they are considered a 
chaplain's right hand. 

Oliver holds up as a model the rela- 
tionship he shared with a chaplain 
while stationed in Germany with the 
30th Medical Brigade. The two be- 
came so close that when the chaplain 
made lieutenant colonel, he invited 
Oliver to participate in his promotion 
ceremony along with his family, saying 
he considered him a son. 

"A lot of chaplains and chaplain 
assistants may not have the same 
relationship, but if you get somewhere 
in the ballpark, it rubs off on the entire 
unit," Oliver says. "They look at the 
chaplain and his assistant as people 



Who said it? 

The expression "Praise the Lord and pass the ammunition!" is attributed to Navy Chaplain 
Howell M. Forgy, who served aboard the heavy cruiser USS New Orleans at Pearl Harbor. 
In the attack, the cable providing shore power to the ship was cut, leaving ammunition 
hoists powerless. The only ammunition available was in the ready boxes and had to be 
moved by hand. A noncombatant, Forgy could not assist. But when heat and fatigue 
began to slow the effort, the Presbyterian minister encouraged sailors by walking along 
the line and slapping their backs, shouting, "Praise the Lord and pass the ammunition!" 
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New Air Force guidelines place controls 
on religious expression within ranks. 

Recent years have seen simultaneous increases in the U.S. 
military's religious minorities and in evangelical Christian 
chaplains. What happens when those developments collide? 

in August, the Air Force issued new guidelines discouraging 
public prayer at official functions and advising commanders to 
be sure that personal 



expressions of faith are not 
perceived as official positions. 
Chaplains, meanwhile, were 
urged to "respect the rights of 
others to their own religious 
beliefs, including the right to 
hold no beliefs." 

Rabbi Arnold E. Resnicoff, a 
former Navy chaplain who now 
serves as special assistant for 
values and vision to the 
secretary of the Air Force, says 
the guidelines simply mirror 
recent efforts to balance 
church and state at the national 
level. The Air Force seeks to 
protect free exercise of religion 
for all, he says. 

issued on the heels of 
complaints that evangelicals 
have too much influence at the 
Air Force Academy, the 
guidelines declare that: 

• The Air Force will not 
officially endorse or establish 
religion, either one specific 
religion or the idea of religion 



Air Force denominations 

611 Air Force chaplains at start of 2005 

280,000 Total Air Force enlistees 

60,000 Air Force enlistees who identify 
themselves as Roman Catholics 

50,000 Air Force enlistees who say they 
have no religious preference 

3,500 Those who identify themselves as 
Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, pagans, druids 
or shamans 

2,500 Those who identify themselves as 
evangelical 

1,600 Enlistees who say they are atheists 

Air Force Chaplain Corps 

Full Gospel Fellowship 
Church of the Nazarene 
United Church of Christ 
United Methodist Church 
Presbyterian Church USA 
Presbyterian Church in America 
Roman Catholic 



I Number of 
chaplains in 1994 



over non-religion. 

• Public prayer should not usually be included in official 
settings such as staff and office meetings, classes or officially 
sanctioned activities such as sports events or practices. 

• Consistent with military tradition, a brief non-sectarian 
prayer may be included in non-routine military ceremonies or 
special events, such as change of command or promotions. 

"This is an effort to clarify what was always in effect," 
Resnicoff says. "What we've done, in many ways, is go one step 
higher. We should anticipate situations in advance and take 
steps to make people comfortable." 

He offers as an example the difficulties Jewish or Muslim 
airmen encounter when physical tests or training fall on their 
holy days. "Rules are often made based on majority," Resnicoff 
says. So, for religious minorities, "do you wait for them to come 
to you, or do you show sensitivity?" 

Air Force chaplains must recognize, Resnicoff says, that they 
don't enjoy all the rights of civilians when it comes to sharing 
beliefs in public. Peer-to-peer discussions are fine, he says, but 
should be governed by respect and civility. Bottom line: 
chaplains are commissioned to provide advice to commanders 
and to provide ministry to personnel based on their needs. 

"If any chaplain sees the chaplaincy as a mission field, he 
shouldn't be a chaplain," Resnicoff says. 



who provide hope in a time of loss and 
in a time of crisis, and if the two aren't 
one team, they pick up on that." 

Sgt. Laurie Fortner, a chaplain assis- 
tant since 1999 and a Southern Baptist, 
agrees. "Some people don't want to get 
personal, but in our case, it makes a 
better UMT," she says of 
her relationship with Chap- 
lain Maj. Steven Hokana, a 
Lutheran. "We're at the point 
now where sometimes we can 
finish each other's sentences." 

At Capstone, chaplain 
assistants emphasize the 
difficult job of today's 
infantry soldier. Oliver nods 
in approval when one of the 
students spots a piece of 
plastic - a possible explosive 
device - hidden in the 
underbrush. He reminds 
them that in Iraq, terrorists 
often conceal explosives in 
convoy trash, making for 
a nervous day any time 
a soldier leaves base. 
"You have a big ministry 
ahead of you if you're 
assigned to one of these 
units," Oliver says. 

Chaplain Col. Paul L. 
Vicalvi, commandant of the 
U.S. Army Chaplain Center 
and School, says medical training is 
also new. "I did combat medical train- 
ing in my unit," he says, recalling his 
early days as a paratrooper chaplain. 
"Now we have to have chaplains ready 
before they ever leave here, because 
they won't have time. UMTs are going 
to combat immediately." 

Perform or Provide. After completing 
two tours of duty, chaplains return to 
Fort Jackson for C-4, or the Chaplain 
Captain Career Course. Over five 
months, they receive advanced training 
in religious leadership and military 
problem-solving. "It's a very tight 
schedule, academically demanding," 
says Chaplain Lt. Col. Harlon J. Triplett, 
C-4 course manager. "We explain to 
them how war planning happens at 
all levels, from battalion all the way up 
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to corps. Chaplains need to know how 
it works, because we have a piece in 
that process." 

Especially in theaters like Iraq and 
Afghanistan, where Islam plays a major 
role in both local politics and residents' 
everyday lives, chaplains are expected 
by their commanding officers to be 
experts on all variety of religious 
matters. C-4 gives them a chance to 
hear the experiences of other deployed 
chaplains, and to share their stories. 

Currently enrolled in the advanced 



course, Chaplain Capt. Abdullah Hulwe 
is one of the Army's few Muslim imams. 
As soldiers prepare to deploy to Iraq, he 
offers education and awareness on the 
do's and don'ts of their temporary 
home. But he's quick to point out that 
he can bring a lot more to the table. 

Under Army policy, Hulwe might be 
assigned to serve a battalion without 
any Muslim soldiers. In such situations, 
he lives by the Army chaplain's promise 
to "perform or provide" - meaning if 
his own faith doesn't permit him to 



Decorated 
in Vietnam 

In the Vietnam War, 
Army chaplains 
were awarded a 
total of two Medals 
of Honor, 719 
Bronze Stars, 586 
Army Commend- 
ation Medals, 318 
Air Medals, 82 
Purple Hearts, 66 
Legions of Merit 
and 26 Silver Stars. 




Called to serve 

An Army chaplain describes his Iraq experience. 

Chaplain Capt. John Kenny of Fort Bragg, N.C., is currently serving with an 
aviation unit at Camp Anaconda in Balad, Iraq. Ordained in the Reformed 
Church of America, Kenny recently spoke with The American Legion Magazine 
about his ministry to U.S. soldiers deployed in the war on terror. 



Q: When did you 
first feel called to 
military ministry? 
A: After serving in a church for several years, I felt 
called to continue to minister but in a different way. In 
light of 9/11 and the war in Iraq, the idea of being a 
chaplain seemed like a perfect way for me to continue 
to serve both my Lord and our nation. My decision to 
join the Army was cemented on a trip to Washington, 
D.C. Walking among the memorials, the Capitol and the 
White House, I was overwhelmed with pride for my 
country. I believed at that moment God was leading 
me to serve in the Army chaplaincy. 



Q: Do you find it difficult, in the midst of 
combat to be a noncombatant? 
A: Not at all. Everyone has their own job to 
do in the Army. My job is to take care of 
soldiers' spiritual needs. I totally trust God 
to protect me as I fulfill this duty. Also, I am 
surrounded by the world's best soldiers. I 
have no doubt in their willingness and 
ability to protect me in any situation. 



Q: Describe some unforgettable moments. 
A: One of the most meaningful was last 
year's Christmas service in Kuwait. We 
were supposed to have one on Christmas Eve, but it 
had to be canceled. We were all extremely 
disappointed. Morale was very low. We had only been 
away from home for about a week and were getting 
ready to head into Iraq. We rescheduled for Christmas 
night and almost the entire battalion showed up. 

Being so far from home, facing an uncertain future, 
the story of Mary and Joseph became very real for us. 
There was such a strong sense that, like them, Christ 
was with us too on that night. In the stillness and 



peace, I think many of us saw that God would guide 
our every step over the next year. Also, our "Purpose- 
Driven Life" program has more than 20 small groups, 
and each was challenged to do a service project. My 
group collected items, such as clothes, soap, 
shampoo, toothbrushes, etc., and sorted them into 
more than 100 packages. Then we handed them out to 
the local Iraqis who work at our camp. I think it 
showed the locals a different side of the Army. 

Q: How do the troops respond to your presence? 
A: They have had an extremely positive response. I 

routinely visit all the 
soldiers in the 
battalion, and days 
are often full with 
appointments. The 
soldiers are very 
open to talking with 
me and are 
appreciative of my 
prayers for them. 
Also, we have a 
very blessed chapel 
program in Iraq that 
includes many 

soldiers from my battalion. I hear soldiers say that 
worshipping God during chapel services is the highlight 
of their week. 

Q: How does homefront support affect your ministry? 
A: I have received tremendous support from back 
home. We have been overwhelmed with packages, 
letters and prayers from friends, families and churches 
across the United States. In my experience, whatever 
antiwar sentiment exists has not diminished the pride 
and support our citizens have for soldiers in combat. 



Wounded in Iraq 

On May 29, 2004, Father Tim Vakoc 
became the first U.S. military chaplain 
wounded in Iraq. The Roman Catholic 
priest lost his left eye and suffered massive 
head injuries when an improvised 
explosive device hit his Humvee near 
Mosul. Vakoc remains at Minnesota 
Veterans Medical Center, where he 
continues to undergo surgery to help him 
regain movement and speech. 
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Chaplains awarded the Medal of Honor 

Civil war 

John Milton Whitehead 

15th Indiana Infantry, U.S. Army 

Went to the front at Stone River, Tenn., on Dec. 31, 1862, and, 
unaided, carried to the rear wounded and helpless soldiers. 

Francis Bloodgood Hall 

16th New York Infantry, U.S. Army 

Voluntarily faced heavy fire at Salem Heights, Va., on May 3, 

1863, and carried wounded men to the rear. 

James Hill 

21st Iowa Infantry, U.S. Army 

By skillful and brave management captured three of the 
enemy's pickets at Champion Hill, Mass., on May 16, 1863. 

Milton Lorenzi Haney 

55th Illinois Infantry, U.S. Army 

Voluntarily carried a musket in the ranks of his regiment and 
rendered heroic service in retaking the federal works on July 
22, 1864, in Atlanta, which had been captured by the enemy. 

world war ll 

Joseph Timothy O'Callahan 

USS Franklin, U.S. Navy 

Calmly braved barriers of flame and twisted metal to aid his 
men and his ship during an enemy air attack at Kobe, Japan, on 
March 19, 1945, while ministering to the wounded and dying, 
organizing and leading firefighting crews on the flight deck, 
directing the jettisoning of live ammunition and the flooding of 
the magazine, and manning a hose to cool hot, armed bombs 
rolling dangerously on the listing deck. 

Vietnam War 

Vincent Robert Capodanno 

Chaplain Corps, Third Battalion, Fifth Marines, First Marine 
Division (Rein) FMF, U.S. Navy 

Left the company command post during an enemy assault at 
QuangTin province, Vietnam, on Sept. 4, 1967, to administer 
last rites to the dying and give medical aid to the wounded. 
Struck down by gunfire during an attempt to aid and assist a 
wounded corpsman. 

Charles Joseph Watters 

Company A, 173rd Support Battalion, 173rd Airborne Brigade, 
U.S. Army 

Rushed forward to the line of contact during an assault at Dak 
To, Vietnam, on Nov. 19, 1967, giving aid to the wounded, 
assisting in evacuation and administering last rites to the dying. 
Carried a wounded paratrooper to safety and exposed himself 
to both friendly and enemy fire between the two forces to 
recover two wounded soldiers. Mortally wounded while aiding 
medics and distributing food and water. 

Charles James Angelo Liteky 

HHC, 199th Infantry Brigade, U.S. Army 

Placed himself between the enemy and wounded men at Bien 

Hoa province, Vietnam, on Dec. 6, 1967, administering last rites 

to the dying and evacuating others. Personally carried more 

than 20 men to the landing zone for evacuation during savage 

fighting. 

Source: www.homeofheroes.com 



meet a soldier's religious need, Hulwe 
will find a chaplain who can. A Muslim 
chaplain "may not give baptism or hear 
confession, but he'll be there with the 
soldiers in the foxholes," he says. "He 
will be there to counsel the soldier. We 
all bleed the same." 

The Army's increasing diversity 
makes it unlikely each soldier will 
serve alongside a chaplain of his exact 
faith and denomination. In combat, 
however, chaplains are in high demand 
as moral and spiritual touchstones, 
regardless of their religion, and unit 
leadership depends on them to help 
keep morale high. 

Chaplain Capt. Shmuel Felzenberg, a 
rabbi, describes modern military 
chaplains as "facilitators of spiritual 
fitness." During his deployment to Iraq, 
he found opportunities to minister to a 
number of Jewish coalition troops, but 
he considered his larger role to serve 
the spiritual welfare of all soldiers. 

In return, Felzenberg found the 
military offered enthusiastic support for 
his own ministry. "We had phenomenal 
resources. I can't say that every time we 
sat down for a Sabbath service we had 
Mom's chicken soup and matzo balls to 
accompany, but you would be surprised 
how well we did on certain restricted 
holidays like Passover, where there's 
great dietary consideration." 

Regardless of religious affiliation, 
chaplains leaving Fort Jackson are 
embracing their mission with zeal. 
CHOBC instructor Chaplain Maj. Marc 
Gauthier, a minister of the Conservative 
Congregation Christian Conference 
and formerly of the 5th Special Forces 
Group, says a colleague of his put it 
best: "He has a saying at the bottom of 
his e-mail, 'Helping soldiers face 
eternity with confidence.' We have an 
opportunity to represent the eternal God 
and the faith and hope people can have 
in Him, especially at a point in time 
where that day might be their last day. 
What an awesome privilege to be God's 
point man or point woman in that 
environment." || 

Matt Grills is assistant editor at 
The American Legion Magazine. 
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Legion family responds heroically to Gulf Coast disasters. 



STORIES BY JOHN RAUGHTER AND PHOTOS BY JAMES V. CARROLL 

National Guard Cpl. Cole LaFontaine's home is in ruins. Sonia Clark recalls the 
"nice old white lady's" body floating in the street of her grandmother's New 
Orleans neighborhood. And Waveland, Miss., resembles Hiroshima, 1945. It is "The 
Grapes of Wrath." It is "Red Dawn." It is America's Gulf Coast. And Steinbeck's Tom 
Joad is living in a trailer at the Wal-Mart parking lot, while military encampments, 
guarded by U.S. GIs, dot once-thriving resort communities. 

On the bright side of this post-Katrina-and-Rita world is our 
nation's response to the historically devastating hurricane 
season of 2005. America stepped up. So did its American 
Legion. And while mainstream media focused on the many 
breakdowns and tragedies of the storms and their aftermath, 
they missed a key point, American Legion National 
Commander Thomas L. Bock observed Sept. 10 in Mobile, 
Ala. "The media are focusing too much on the negative 
aspects and the looting," he said. "As terrible as Katrina is, 
the people are coming together. That's why we're here." The 
commander's statements were reinforced by the headline of 
the Sept. 27 Los Angeles Times: "Katrina Takes a Toll on 
Truth, News Accuracy." Unimaginable death counts, 
unsubstantiated rapes and sniper attacks were what the New Orleans Times- 
Picayune described as "scores of myths ... treated as fact by evacuees, the media 
and even some of New Orleans' top officials." 

Katrina and Rita will forever be associated with tragedy. But they also produced 
tale after tale of Legionnaires living the final clause of the preamble to the 
organization's constitution: "to consecrate and sanctify our comradeship by our 
devotion to mutual helpfulness." Their stories, on the following pages, illustrate the 
Legion at its best, compassionately rising to the occasion in a time of national crisis. 



National Emergency Fund 

The American Legion's 
National Emergency Fund 
awards grants of up to $1,500 
to pay for food and shelter for 
Legionnaires and Sons of The 
American Legion affected by 
natural disasters. The fund also 
awards grants of up to $5,000 
to posts that sustain damage. 
All contributions to the fund are 
tax-deductible. 

National Emergency Fund 
(800) 433-3318 
www.legion.org 
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wedding bells 

Who needs a wedding planner 
when you have a hurricane to 
bring everyone together? While 
it's not unusual for an American 
Legion post to host a wedding 
reception, marriage ceremonies 
were probably not in the plans 
for DeRidder, La., Post 27 
officials after they set up an 
emergency shelter just days 
after Hurricane Katrina struck. 

Sheryl Fortune, 26, and 
Warren Noel, 24, fled east New 
Orleans with Warren's mother, 
Corliss, just before the storm. 
After brief stays in the 
Superdome and other shelters, 
they arrived in DeRidder. 

"I always thought I would 
marry Sheryl, but she was 
surprised when I proposed to 
her here," Noel said. 

Judy Matthis of Post 27's 
Auxiliary is one of many 
DeRidder natives who immedi- 
ately got to work. "I decided 
that I want to help plan this 
wedding. Everything about this 
disaster was so negative on TV 
that it is nice to see something 
bright come out of this." 

Wal-Mart donated a cake, and 
Legionnaires paid for a motel 
room for the wedding night. 
About 100 Legion family 
members and shelter residents 
attended the Sept. 10 ceremo- 
ny. "It looked nice - not at all 
like a shelter," Corliss Noel said. 
"The room was beautifully 
decorated." 

"When we came here, we 
arrived with just the clothes on 
our back," Corliss said. "The 
people here are like family." 
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Countdown to Christmas 



Commander Kenneth D. McGuire could be forgiven if 
rebuilding Post 160 in Pascagoula, Miss., was not his 
top priority when a storm surge from Hurricane Katrina 
struck the nearby beach and sent five feet of water 
pouring into his home in Moss Point. 

"My wife and I evacuated to Bainbridge, Ga.," 
McGuire said. "We didn't live on a flood plain, so we 
M weren't expecting it, but we lost everything on our 
erg lower level. All we had when we returned was a dry 
6" bed and some clothes on the upper floor." 
^ Post 160 didn't fare any better. The roof and walls 
32 survived the 118-mph winds, but seven feet of water 
5 soaked the interior. Debris from buildings miles away 
§ covered the grounds. The bar and kitchen were ruined, 
01 as were the ceremonial rifles used at veterans' 

funerals. Long a good neighbor to Pascagoula, the 650- 
member post returned more than $150,000 to the 
community last year in programs and other assistance. 
The post sponsors six baseball teams and four girls 
Softball teams. McGuire vows the post will be back. 

"We are going to have a Christmas party at this 
post," he said. "Mark my words, we will have one. 
Cleanup and recovery are our priorities." 



Carnille left false sense of security 

Hurricane Carnille struck Cpl. Cole LaFontaine's 
community 14 years before he was born. But he 
grew up fully aware of its impact. The storm that 
ravaged the Gulf Coast in 1969, however, led many 
to believe Hurricane Katrina could be no worse. 
They were mistaken. 



The 22-year-old 
National Guardsman 
had his Bay St. Louis, 
Miss., home destroyed 
by Katrina. The storm 
surge and high winds 
knocked his house off 
its pile-ons, threw 
debris in his yard and 
flooded the inside. Two 
houses down, 
LaFontaine's 63-year- 
old aunt drowned in 
her home. 
"She figured that 




since she survived 
Carnille, she would survive this one," he said. 
"That's why she didn't evacuate. A lot of people 
thought the same thing." 

A helicopter crew chief, LaFontaine was activated 
by the Guard to help with hurricane recovery. A 
generation earlier, his father, a Vietnam War 
veteran, served in the National Guard during 
recovery efforts from Carnille. 

The 2005 hurricane hurt the family's income. "My 
father worked at the New Orleans Convention 
Center, and my mother was a schoolteacher. Right 
now, I am the only one with a steady paycheck." 

A member of Post 58 in Standard, Miss., 
LaFontaine received a $1,500 grant from the NEF 
after a Legionnaire in Gulfport told him about the 
program. The money will help them put their lives 
back together. "My family has been in this town 
since the 1850s," he said. "We're tough people. We 
are not going to move away. We will rebuild." 




'The Mighty A' 

The Birmingham News summed it up best: "Hurricane Katrina did 
what the Japanese during World War II could not do: knock the USS 
Alabama out of commission." 

Past Department of Alabama Commander John Tyson recalled that 
The American Legion played a lead role in saving the Alabama and 
delivering it to Mobile Bay, where the ship has been the area's leading 
tourist attraction since 1964. 

Now, thanks to Hurricane Katrina, the ship lists eight degrees at its 
pier, and its adjacent aircraft hangar is a wreck. The USS Alabama 
Memorial Park is closed indefinitely. "It will cost millions to repair," Tyson 
said. The ship earned nine Battle Stars in World War II. 

"There is a lot of history on this ship and among these aircraft," 
American Legion National Commander Thomas L. Bock said during a 
visit in September. "I hope it can be restored." 
www.ussalabama.com or (251) 438-2834 
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'We will prevail' 

Past national commander from New Orleans 
describes the horror of a hurricane and his city's determination to rebuild. 



BY WILLIAM M. DETWEILER 

PAST NATIONAL COMMANDER 
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When my youngest daughter Jeannie called on 
Sunday, Aug. 28, at 5 a.m. in a panic, I 
realized the threat was more serious than I had 
thought. Having never left in the face of many 
serious storms over the years, we were convinced 
we would be gone only a few days. So with a 
couple pairs of shorts, a pair of slacks and a few 
casual shirts, I packed the car and we headed to 
Natchez, Miss., where some dear friends offered us 
a place to stay. My wife Maureen packed up the 
ancestral photographs, and I packed my travel log 
of my year as national commander. 

Our usual three-hour trip to Natchez turned into 
nine hours of working our way through back roads 
and traffic jams. My daughter and her two pets 
made their way in a convoy of friends to Clinton, 
La., and my son, his family and his wife's family 
made their way in a convoy to Dallas. 

Hurricane Katrina changed our lives, all in a 
matter of hours. 

Although the lower part of the state and coasts 
of Mississippi and Alabama were immediately 
impacted, the city of New Orleans did not sustain 
its worst devastation until the early morning of 
Aug. 30, when the levees of the 17th Street, 
London Avenue and Industrial Canal (Intercoastal 
Waterway) were breached. The city survived the 
storm. It would not survive the aftermath. 

By all immediate assessments, New Orleans had 
dodged the "big one" that people had been talking 
about for years. What we did not know was that 
the levees on two of the out-fall canals and the 



Industrial Canal had been breached. Because the 
power and communication systems had been 
totally destroyed by the storm, there was no way to 
alert the people of the eventual breaches in the 
levees. Thus, as they emerged from their homes, 
the Superdome and other locations where they had 
sought shelter to ride out the storm, they were 
suddenly surrounded by rising water. 

Our department service officer, Jay Walsh, and 
his wife Betty had ridden out the storm in their 
home in uptown New Orleans. On Tuesday morn- 
ing, after the winds died down, he went out to 
photograph the damage to his home and to that of 
his neighbors. Then he got a cup of coffee and 
went to his front porch. From there, he noticed 
water beginning to boil out of the storm drain in 
front of his house. In 20 minutes, it was so deep he 
could not move his cars out of the drive. That 
afternoon, he and his wife were rescued by boat 
from the second story of the home. Eventually, 
they made their way to Houston. 

Most of our friends lived in the area near Lake 
Pontchartrain in neighborhoods developed after 
World War II. The lakefront neighborhoods and 
the uptown area provided the tax base to the city. 
After Katrina, they were all but gone. Years of 
work developing, improving and maintaining 
these beautiful homes and gardens were wiped 
away in a matter of hours by water from the 
breached levees. Most got out with only the shirts 
on their backs. Family photos, letters and personal 
mementoes were swept away. It will be months 




before these neighborhoods can be rebuilt, if at all. 
Decisions must be made on the stability of the 
structures; the economics of renovating vs. demol- 
ishing; the need to raise the soil level; the need to 
excavate soil made toxic by water mixed with 
human waste, factory discharges and saltwater 
from the lake; redevelopment of the infrastructure; 
and most importantly, the renovation, raising and 
strengthening of the levees along the canals. 

Maureen's uncle Corwin Reed, a World War II 
veteran and Legionnaire with at least 60 years of 
continuous membership, lived with his family in 
the eastern section of the city, also near the lake. 
Not only did he lose his home, but he lost his law 
practice which he had developed over 50 years. His 
office sustained nearly seven feet of water. He lost 
all of his files, his computers and server. 

Our friends, Peggy and Ed, lived in lower 
Plaquemines Parish, in a village along the Missis- 
sippi River below the city. Peggy's parents, in their 
mid-80s, lived next door to them. As the storm 
approached, Peggy begged her parents to evacuate. 
They refused. They said that this was their home, 
and they were perfectly capable of caring for 
themselves. Several days after the storm, they were 
found, drowned together. 

Our family, by comparison, is fortunate. Our 
home sustained five feet of water and roof damage. 
All our utilities - air-conditioning compressors, 
heating system, washer, dryer, and the first floor of 
our home were submerged in brackish, polluted 
water for at least two weeks. The electric drop and 
circuit-breaker box were ripped off the house. 



Toxic mold is growing rapidly. The first floor must 
be gutted, the electrical service restored and the 
house treated for mold before we can begin renova- 
tions. Conditions are so toxic that a brief walk into 
the house causes skin to burn and eyes to water. 
The doors and windows on the ground floor are 
swollen shut. Stagnant water still puddles on the 
floor and in the containers that were stored there. 
We do not anticipate returning soon. 

Restorations cannot begin until FEMA and local 
authorities decide on what building requirements 
and codes must be followed in the renovations. At 
the same time, our homeowner's insurance 
company, and that of every company that provided 
homeowner's coverage, has taken the position that 
it will only cover damages from windblown water, 
not the rising floodwater. The flood insurer will try 
to depreciate the home in an effort to avoid paying 
fully for the damages caused by the rising water. 

On Oct. 7, 1 drove into the city to meet a contrac- 
tor. I arrived just as a clean-up crew was bulldoz- 
ing rubble that had been removed in the gutting of 
the first floor the day before. I watched a huge claw 
snatch up 34 years of my political, personal, family 
and world-travel memorabilia and deposit it into a 
huge dumpster in the street. Campaign materials 
and political signs went. Kiefer for Mayor. Detwei- 
ler for Constable of City Court. Hainkel for House 
and Senate. Wilson for Councilwoman at Large. 
Materials from my campaign to be national 
commander of The American Legion. My daugh- 
ters' carnival ball gowns, costumes, plaques, 

SEE PREVAIL, PAGE 36 




uncle Bill's shelter 

Hurricane Katrina did not damage the town of DeRidder, La., but 
it turned the Legion's Dr. O.S. Holiday Memorial Post 27 into an 
emergency shelter for disabled evacuees. As commander of the 
post retired Navy Master Chief Bill Loftin shut down the bingo hall 
and welcomed 41 new residents. Most were New Orleans kidney 
dialysis patients, their caregivers or family members. 

"The bingo hall was our chief revenue source," said Loftin, who 
was recovering from surgery when Katrina struck. "My concern 
was, 'How am I going to feed these people?' But the Legion has 
come through. We received donations from posts around the 
country and a grant from the National Emergency Fund." 

Sonia H. Clark, a caregiver for her diabetic grandparents, was 
able to locate her daughter, thanks in part to the efforts of Loftin 
and Post Finance Officer Bob Pickett. "This is a family," Clark said. 
"When we walked in, we wanted for nothing. Every meal has been 
a hot meal. Just ask 'Uncle Bill' and you got it." 

Loftin, the main cook at the shelter, was accustomed to long 
days at the post helping those who had escaped Katrina when 
Hurricane Rita arrived and deposited a 36-foot oak tree into the 
living room of his house. He and his wife were forced to move into 
the post. 

"This is for human life," he explained of his decision to help 
others first. "That's what the Legion is about. These people are at 
the mercy of the world." 

"I waded through toxic water to get to my grandparents' house 
in downtown New Orleans," Clark explained. "I saw Miss Vera's 
dead body, my grandmother's neighbor, that was unattended for 
days. I was picked up five days later by helicopter in front of a Wal- 
Mart. I will go back to New Orleans one more time and then I want 
to move to DeRidder." 
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certificates, paintings, a bridal gown, the Ameri- 
can Legion national flag, the U.S. Flag - all water- 
logged with toxic gumbo and sent to an ungodly 
grave. In silence, I watched a few more grabs by 
the claw and then drove away. 

The Corps of Engineers produced study after 
study finding evidence of defects and inadequacies 
in the levee system. Funding for the repairs and 
renovations was repeatedly cut from federal 
budgets over the years. 

A year prior to this catastrophe, a plan was 
written and approved outlining what should be 
done in an emergency like this. Unfortunately, the 
city and the state, as first responders, did not have 
the equipment or wherewithal to implement the 
plan and to evacuate thousands of people with no 
means of leaving. 

As the water rose, looting and anarchy began. 
Looters realized local police could not respond. 
Hundreds of stores were robbed, not so much for 
food, but for weapons, jewelry, liquor, electronics, 
clothing and drugs. 

The civilian authorities at all levels - city, state 
and federal - were overwhelmed. Not until the 



National Guard and active forces were mobilized 
and deployed was order restored. If we learned one 
thing in Iraq it is that law and order must be 
restored immediately after a catastrophic event. 
That lesson was not implemented here. 

The National Weather Service is on record as 
having warned the governor and the mayor, as 
well as the head of FEMA, regarding the serious 
nature of Katrina. Neither paid much attention. 
The president's initial reaction to the devastation 
was "unacceptable," as he finally admitted. But he 
did declare an emergency two days before the 
storm hit, providing the mechanism for immediate 
federal action. This declaration was ignored. Water 
and food were not pre-positioned, nor were addi- 
tional first responders, equipment or troops. 

The blame game began immediately after the 
effects of the storm and water were known. 
Assistance ground to a halt. Today, the civilian 
authorities continue to quibble. FEMA money was 
available to pay overtime, but not regular wages. 
Resources were gone. The area's economic engines 
of commerce and industry were non-existent. 

The greatest contribution anyone can make to 
this recovery effort should be to develop and pass 




Iraq interrupted 

First Lt. Gary Kinsey looked forward to 
his homecoming from Iraq. A ruined house 
was not what he had in mind. A combat 
engineer with the Mississippi National 
Guard, Kinsey had three months remaining 
in his tour when Hurricane Katrina altered 
his plans. 

Granted a three-week emergency leave, 
Kinsey joined his family in September to 
survey the damage to their Gautier, Miss., 
house. "It's nice to come home, but to lose 
everything is tough," he said. 

A member of Post 24 in Hattiesburg, 
Kinsey was awarded a $1,500 grant from 
the National Emergency Fund. The grant 
helped pay for food and lodging expenses. 
Kinsey's wife and two children lived in a 
trailer parked in their driveway while 
renovations were under way. 




Just when they thought it was safe ... 

In the heart of Vermilion Parish, near the Texas border, lies 
the tiny town of Kaplan, La. There, Lejeune Boudreaux Post 271 
Commander Ewell Marceaux and Adjutant 
Joseph Mouton converted the Legion facility 
into a shelter for hurricane evacuees, 
offering meals, clothes, diapers, and help 
with FEMA and Red Cross paperwork. "We 
continued our Legion functions, including 
bingo," Marceaux said. "We were also 
preparing meals for people to take home to 
motels or other places that they were staying." 

Just as the shelter was emptying of Katrina evacuees, Rita 
struck. "Rita packed the house," Mouton said. "Commander 
Marceaux lost everything. When Rita came, we had 65 
residents staying here." 

'A source of strength' 

National Guard Lt. Col. William Stang is a Roman Catholic 
priest, doctor, Legionnaire and college professor. And he was in 
high demand when he traveled to 
southern Mississippi as a chaplain with 
Indiana's 38th Infantry Division. Stang 
set up makeshift altars in a high-school 
cafeteria and performed five Masses in 
less than four hours Sept. 11 for military 
personnel responding to Hurricane 
Katrina. "Most people become more 
religious during disasters like this," Stang said. "They can use 
faith as a source of strength." 
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legislation to correct the problems and defects in 
laws and regulations governing the responsibilities 
in response to a national tragedy. No civilian 
governmental entity at any level is capable today 
to meet the challenges of such a catastrophe, be it 
caused by nature or a terrorist attack. Without the 
intervention and use of the military with its 
command structure, equipment and readiness, we 
would have lost New Orleans and the Gulf Coast. 

We will return, and we will rebuild. We will be 
part of the rebirth and renaissance. We must 
protect our gumbo of cultures and our heritage as 
we rebuild. We must protect our architectural 
integrity, restore the "shotgun" houses, camel 
backs and doubles. No high-rise slums. 

Like Blanche in Tennessee Williams' "A Streetcar 
Named Desire," we will depend on the kindness of 
strangers. We don't want sympathy. We ask only 
for a favor now to get back up and develop the city 
that will again contribute to the economy of our 
region and the nation. We are a proud people, a 
happy people who live in what Alexis de Toc- 
queville, the great historian, described in the late 
1840s as the "only foreign city in America." 

No matter what each of us lost, we need to 



return and pick up the pieces. If we do that, we 
will not only survive but rebuild a better place. We 
are a city of diverse cultures and nationalities, 
great traditions and food second to none. We are a 
port city, a city that was washed away four times 
in the first four years after its founding. We burned 
down twice and have endured many floods. 

If you are not from there, you may think that 
rebuilding is too much of a task and should not be 
considered. However, each day now brings new 
hope that we will succeed. We will grieve, and we 
will cry, but each day is better than the day before, 
and the next day will be better yet. 

William Faulkner, the renowned Mississippi 
author, in accepting the Nobel Prize for Literature 
in 1950, said, "I believe that man will not merely 
endure: he will prevail. He is immortal, not 
because he alone among creatures has an inex- 
haustible voice, but because he has a soul, a spirit 
capable of compassion, sacrifice and endurance." 

We will prevail. || 

William M. "Bill" Detweiler, a New Orleans native, 
served as national commander of The American 
Legion in 1994 and 1995. 



The Threat of Weakness 

State Department official says small, impoverished nations vulnerable 
to terrorism's allure are America's most significant concerns. 

The world's strongest nation faces some of its most serious threats from the weakest. 
Fading into 20th-century history is the era when global superpowers silently counted 
strategic weapons like poker chips and calculated their advantages in successful moon shots. 
Today, says Dr. Stephen Krasner, director of policy planning for the U.S. State Department, 
America's most urgent international concern is the potential harm that can come - and is 
coming - from small, poor, oppressed states whose governments are failing or ruled by 
autocrats. 

Krasner, appointed last February by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, has held 
numerous academic and policy-research positions, and prior to his current appointment was 
director of the Center on Democracy, Development and the Rule of Law. He has written 
extensively on trends in state sovereignty, U.S. foreign policy and the political factors of 
international economic relations. He recently spoke with The American Legion Magazine. 



Q: What are America's greatest world-diplomacy 
challenges right now? 

A: Transnational terrorists and relatively weak 
states may have access to weapons of mass de- 
struction - chemical, biological, and nuclear. For 
the first time in history, groups of states with 
relatively limited material resources can threaten 
the security of the most powerful states in the 
international system. At the same time, the present 
environment offers a tremendous opportunity. We 
have the possibility of creating a world of well- 
governed, democratic states. The 20th-century 



enemies of freedom, fascism and communism 
have no legitimacy. Radical Islam will not be the 
path to the future for mankind. The United States, 
because of its power and its ideals, is in a position 
to support the universal quest for individual 
freedom and democracy. 

Q: How do weak and failing states heighten the 
threat to the United States? 

A: The most obvious example is Afghanistan under 
the Taliban. The Taliban allowed the country to 
become a safe haven for al-Qaeda and other 
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terrorist groups. Thousands of extremists were 
trained in camps in Afghanistan before the Taliban 
regime fell. In many other countries, governments 
are so weak that they cannot control all of their 
own territory. These ungoverned areas can provide 
refuge for transnational terrorism. Weak, rather 
than failing, states with repressive regimes may 
also threaten the 
security of the 
United States. 
Biological and 
chemical weapons 
are not that hard 
to obtain. Nuclear 
weapons are more 
challenging, but 
we have seen proliferation in recent years. Even a 
state whose gross national product is less than one 
half of 1 percent of the GNP of the United States 
could launch an attack that could kill hundreds of 
thousands of Americans. 

Weak and failing states may either intentionally 
promote terrorism or fall prisoner to it because 
they cannot control their borders, enforce laws or 
win the allegiance of their own people. That is 
why the first antidote to terrorism is a successful 
state - one that exercises good governance, 
provides for the needs of its people and behaves 
responsibly within the international community. 

Q: When you refer to "transformational diplomacy" 
does that mean finding a way to convert failed 
states into successful ones? 

A: Exactly. As Secretary Rice has said, "We have 
to deal with the world as it is, but we don't have to 
accept the world as it is." We have an obligation to 
use our power and influence to try to make it 
better. This means actively engaging to promote 
freedom, democracy, prosperity and good gover- 
nance. We think these goals have been shown to 
be nearly universal desires. 



"The first antidote to 
terrorism is a successful 
state - one that exercises 
good governance, provides 
for the needs of its people 
and behaves responsibly 
within the international 
community" 



the needs of refugees. 

The administration has also created a new 
foreign-assistance program, the Millennium 
Challenge Account. When fully funded, this 
program will represent a 50-percent increase in 
American foreign assistance. The MCA is commit- 
ted to countries that have already demonstrated 
they are ruling justly, invest- 
ing in their own people by 
providing better education 
and health services, and 
promoting economic freedom 
by opening trade and making 
it easier to start a business. 
Unlike most foreign-assistance 
programs, MCA conditionality 
is based on what countries have already done - 
the reforms they have already implemented, rather 
than on promises for change in the future. 

The G-8 and regional leaders launched the 
Broader Middle East and North Africa Initiative 
(BMENA) at the 2004 G-8 Summit at Sea Island, 
Ga. This initiative aims to support local economic, 
political and education reform efforts in partner- 
ship with the region. Along with the work of non- 
government organizations and civil society 
partners in the Civil Society Dialogue, the Busi- 
ness Dialogue and the Democracy Assistance 
Dialogue, BMENA has also launched entrepre- 
neurship centers in two regional countries and is 
actively facilitating economic, political and 
education reform. 

The United States also has an array of other 
policies designed to support democracy and 
development. The African Growth and Opportu- 
nity Act (AGOA) provides trade access for African 
countries that have adopted sound policies. The 
International Military Education and Training and 
Transition initiatives also promote democratic 
values and institutions, transparency and good 
governance, and respect for human rights. 



Q: What are some new tools being developed to 
cope with the problem of weak and failing states? 
A: We created a new office within the State 
Department called the Office of the Coordinator 
for Reconstruction and Stabilization. This office, 
headed by a senior ambassador, helps to coordi- 
nate government-wide operations to respond to 
crises and assist states emerging from, or threat- 
ened by, regional or internal conflicts. In states 
emerging from conflict, this might involve a 
stabilization phase of restoring order, deploying 
international peacekeeping forces, feeding people, 
providing basic social services, and coping with 



Q: Have these new policies had any impact that we 
can already see? 

A: Our pro-democracy policy has motivated 
unprecedented democratic reforms in the Middle 
East. There have been free elections in Iraq, 
Lebanon and Palestine. Without America's support 
for democracy, the Rose Revolution in Georgia and 
the Orange Revolution in Ukraine might not have 
taken place. In almost every part of the world, 
democracy and governance issues are moving 
higher up on political agendas. There is a long 
way to go, but I have no doubt that these are all 
steps in the right direction. || 



In memory of a Pearl Harbor hero 
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"For distinguished devotion 
to duty, extraordinary 
courage and disregard 
for his own personal safety 
during the attack on the 
Fleet in Pearl Harbor, 
Territory of Hawaii, by 
Japanese forces on 
December 7, 1941. 
While at the side of his 
Captain on the bridge. 
Miller, despite enemy 
strafing and bombing and 
in the face of a serious 
fire, assisted in moving 
his Captain, who 
had been mortally 
wounded, to a 
place of greater 
safety, and later 
manned and 
operated a 
machine gun 
directed at enemy 
Japanese attacking 
aircraft until 
ordered to leave 
the bridge. 

- Miller's Navy Cross 
citation 



Dorie Miller's bravery under fire saved lives, opened eyes. 



BY JAMES V. CARROLL 
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Doris "Dorie" Miller, the son of Texas sharecroppers, was an unlike- 
ly candidate for valor when Japanese planes attacked Pearl Harbor 
on Dec. 7, 1941. Serving as a messman aboard the USS West Virginia, he 
was collecting dirty laundry when the bombs began to fall that morn- 
ing. However, by the time the battle smoke cleared, the young black 
sailor had risen from his station to become an American hero. 

Amid the chaos of exploding bombs, torpedoes and low-level strafing 
runs of Japanese fighter planes, Miller rushed topside to his battle 
station amidship only to find it destroyed. 

Because of his physical prowess - he was the ship's 
heavyweight boxing champion - Miller was first 
ordered to help carry wounded shipmates out of 
harm's way. Disregarding the hail of enemy 
bullets, he climbed to the bridge and helped pull 
the mortally wounded captain out of the line of 
fire. Miller then manned a 50-caliber anti-aircraft 
machine gun. He fired at enemy planes until he ran 
out of ammunition and was ordered to abandon the 
sinking ship. 

In April 1942, Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox 
commended Miller, and a month later Adm. Chester 
W. Nimitz, commander in chief, Pacific Fleet, person- 
ally pinned the Navy Cross on his chest aboard 
the USS Enterprise. Nimitz acknowledged that 
Miller's act of heroism represented more 

than a moment in military history. 
It was a breakthrough in racial 
history as well. "This marks 
the first time in this 
conflict that such a high 
tribute has been made in 
the Pacific Fleet to a 
member of his race, 
and I'm sure that the 
future will see others 
similarly honored for 
brave acts," Nimitz 
said. 

Miller played 
down his actions. 

"It wasn't hard," 
he said at the time. 
"I just pulled the 
trigger, and she 
worked just fine. I 
had watched the 
others with these 
guns. I guess I 





fired her for about 15 minutes. I think I got one of those Jap 
planes. They were diving pretty close to us." 

After Pearl Harbor, Miller returned to the mainland, crisscrossing 
black America to promote the sale of war bonds. The Navy later reas- 
signed him to the USS Liscome Bay. He was killed in 1943 when a 
Japanese torpedo sank the ship. 

Sixty-four years after the Pearl Harbor attack, many Americans believe 
the Navy shortchanged Miller. They say his courage under fire deserves 
nothing less than the Medal of Honor - the highest award a grateful 
nation can bestow. 

Miller's heroism has withstood the test of time, many say. Fifteen 
others received the Medal of Honor for actions at Pearl Harbor, and 
Miller should be the 16th, they believe. 

The Navy named a ship after him, and at least eight American 
Legion posts bear his name: Post 639, Los Angeles; Post 331, 
Orlando, Fla.; Post 915, Chicago; Post 306, Flint, Mich., and Post H 
410, Benton Harbor, Mich.; Post 824, New Salem, Pa.; Post 194, 
Arlington, Va.; and Post 546, Racine, Wis. 

The Dorie Miller Cooperative Apartments in New York City are named 
for him, as are the Dorie Miller Clinic and Dorie Miller Academy in San 
Antonio. Numerous Boys Clubs are also named in his honor. Dorie 
Miller Post 915 in Chicago is in the second year of a fund-raising effort 
to build a Dorie Miller Memorial Community Center. 

His heroism inspired poetry by Langston Hughes and jazz by Josh 
White. Cuba Gooding Jr. played Miller in the Hollywood movie "Pearl 
Harbor." A Dorie Miller poster with the image of him wearing his Navy 
Cross and the words "above and beyond the call of duty" is listed for 
sale on eBay. 

The American Legion supports efforts to award the Medal of Honor to 
Miller, twice passing resolutions - once in 2001 and again in 2004 - 
urging Congress to demand the Navy review Miller's record. Over the 
years, officials have concluded that the Navy Cross appropriately recog- 
nizes Miller's actions. 

Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson, D-Texas, believes differently. 

"There were many brave men who gave their lives to save their peers 
that day," Johnson says. "Many were awarded with Medals of Honor, 
and their names were written in history books so the memory of their 
bravery would live on. Regrettably, there were some who were forgotten 
and hardly recognized for their actions. Among those forgotten men is 
Doris Miller." 

During the past several congressional sessions, Johnson repeatedly 
introduced resolutions to waive a statute of limitations for the purpose 
of reviewing Miller's record and posthumously awarding him the Medal 
of Honor. 

Miller "lived on the edge of the neighborhood where I grew up," said 
Johnson, who turned 6 in Waco just days before Pearl Harbor. "I remem- 
ber walking with my father to collect money for an ID bracelet for Miller 
when he came home. He remains forever the young black hometown 
hero to me." 

In 1942, Rep. John Dingell, D-Mich., and Sen. James Mead, D-N.Y., 
submitted a bill authorizing President Franklin Roosevelt to award 
Miller the Medal of Honor, but it was apparently nixed by lawmakers 
from Miller's home state. || 




That The American 
Legion, due to extensive 
research during the past 
decade revealing new 
and relevant material, 
supports the adoption 
of legislation creating 
a congressionally 
mandated Navy board 
review of the complete 
record of Dorie Miller, 
USN, for the purpose of 
posthumously awarding 
him the Medal of Honor. 

-American Legion Res. 317 
(National Convention, 2004) 
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James V. Carroll is an assistant editor for The American Legion Magazine. 




VA-minded 
commander 
challenges 
Congress 



BY JEFF STOFFER 

American Legion National Com- 
mander Thomas L. Bock was less 
than a week removed from a personal 
tour of the Gulf Coast and Hurricane 
Katrina's devastating aftermath when 
he stood before members of Congress 
prepared to let loose a storm of his own. 
He arrived at Capitol Hill on Sept. 20 
bearing a hefty portfolio of legislative 
issues and a mandate from America's 
veterans of wars past that the federal 
government must live up to its commit- 
ment to those coming home from wars 
present and future. 

But before he got to that, the com- 
mander paused to thank VA and its 
employees for their handling of one of 
U.S. history's most severe natural 
disasters. "From the evacuation of 
patients both prior to and following the 
arrival of Katrina, to the overwhelming 
number of VA employees volunteering 
in the continuing recovery efforts, veter- 
ans of our great country have every 
reason to be proud of VA's impact on 
lives of veterans and civilians in the 
Gulf Coast area," Bock said in the joint 
hearing of the House and Senate 
Veterans Affairs Committees. 

That said, the newly elected com- 
mander from Colorado returned to 
message. Bottom line: Congress, VA and 
America's veterans must work as a team 
to resuscitate a fiscally debilitated 
health-care system that nearly collapsed 
before the end of 2005 and faces in- 
creased pressure as the global war 
against terrorism enters its fifth year. 

"As veterans of Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom 
return home, they are turning to VA not 
only for health care but also for assis- 




tance in transitioning back to the 
civilian world," Bock said. 

Most of the issues Bock presented 
were tied to health care: recent Veterans 
Health Administration budget shortfalls, 
the flawed discretionary funding 
formula, the untapped potential of 
Medicare reimbursement, unbuilt 
clinics and hospitals promised by 
CARES (Capital Asset Realignment for 
Enhanced Services), a swelling backlog 
of VA disability claims, and the govern- 
ment's need to brace for a new wave of 
combat veterans suffering from post- 
traumatic stress disorder. 

"The cost of war does not end on the 
battlefield," Bock said. "The estimation 
has been as high as 30 percent of those 
serving in Operations Enduring Free- 
dom and Iraqi Freedom will suffer the 
hidden wounds of traumatic stress." 

Bock's remarks came after VA's 
announcement to expand an investiga- 
tion that may require some 72,000 
veterans rated 100-percent service- 
connected for PTSD between 1999 and 
2004 to better document their cases. 

The commander told members of 
Congress that VA has better places to 
spend its money. Moreover, he added, 
"Our site visits (have) revealed a 
critical shortage in the funding of 
VA health care." 

Bock, who visited 38 different mem- 
bers of Congress during the trip, 
testified that the Legion strongly 
opposes proposals to bolster VA's budget 
by charging veterans enrollment fees, 
increasing co-payments or further 
restricting eligibility. "Balancing the 
VA budget on the backs of veterans is 
wrong," he said. || 



Also in the 
hearing, the 
commander: 

Recommended a 
$33.5 billion 
allocation for VA 
health care in 
fiscal 2007. 

Reiterated the 
Legion's support for 
assured-funding 
legislation for VA 
health care. 

Restated the case 
for allowing VA to 
bill Medicare. 

Recommended the 
CARES program 
receive $1 billion in 
2007 construction 
funding. 

Warned of 800,000 
new and reopened 
VA benefits claims 
expected this year, 
in light of a growing 
backlog. 

Announced the 
Legion will continue 
to closely monitor a 
review now under 
way of VA's 
compensation 
program. 

Called for ending 
the "veterans 
disability compen- 
sation tax," which 
forces disabled 
military retirees to 
cover their own 
disability checks 
with forfeited 
retirement pay. 



ADVERTISEMENT 



Aging is Natural. 
Giving Up on Your 
Sexual Health Isn't! 

Bring Back the Best Years of Your Life! 

Here's how one man did it! 



Dear Readers: 

Although this would otherwise be an embarrassing subject 

- I feel strongly about sharing a recent experience with others my age. 

Simply put ... I'm 57 years old and even though I'm in overall good 
health, my body just doesn't respond sexually like it used to. 

Recently, I found myself struggling to "perform". I began losing my 
confidence and my sex drive with it. I was feeling a great deal of pressure and 
embarrassment and my wife was beginning to think it was something she did or 
didn't do - it wasn't. 

I wasn't comfortable discussing my situation with anyone - not even 
my doctor - so in a desperate attempt to find some help, I privately did some 
research on the web. 

First, I found that many HEALTHY men experience a decrease in 
stamina and performance with age. I wasn't alone! Good blood circulation is 
key to maintaining a strong erection and apparently there are a number of factors 
that can weaken it. 

Armed with this new information, I began to search through the many 
"male enhancement" and potency products on the net. I found a pill for 
everything and anything but among the various pills and patches - one product 
stood out - Maxoderm! Not a pill or a patch, this surprisingly effective topical 
formula is delivered directly to the "source", where I need it most. I don't need 
to swallow a pill, prescription drug or not, or wear some kind of patch 
on my shoulder. 

After trying Maxoderm just once, I could actually feel it working 
immediately! And it felt incredible! What a difference! I couldn't believe it - virility 
and stamina like I haven't felt in years! My driver's license says I'm 57 but 
thanks to Maxoderm, my wife says I'm 18 again! It felt great! I now know 
it's normal to experience some problems with sexual performance at our age but 
Maxoderm let me deal with it naturally. No pills - no patches - and even better 

- no embarrassing appointment with the doctor. 

Try Maxoderm. You'll feel it working immediately - then you can get 
back to living your life again. 

Jim, S. 
Miami, FL 

Maxoderm actually offers a 90 Day RISK FREE Program. They will even 
give you the FIRST MONTH ABSOLUTELY FREE. So, do what I did - take 
the first step toward sexual health and call 1-800-431-0197 or visit 
www.maxoderm.com. With a 100% Money Back Guarantee you've got 
nothing to lose. 



IMPORTANT NOTE 




"My driver's 
license says 

I'm 57, but my 
wife says I'm 
18 again! 1 1 




MAXODCKM" 




Individual results may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. 
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. 
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[POW-MIA] 

Family, Legion 
pray for soldier 
captured in Iraq 

Sgt. Keith "Matt" Maupin 
of Batavia, Ohio, was cap- 
tured April 9, 2004, while 
serving with the Army 
Reserve's 724th Transporta- 
tion Company in Iraq. In 
mid-October 2005, his duty 
status remained unchanged. 
His mother, Carolyn Maupin, 
recently wrote to American 
Legion National Commander 
Thomas L. Bock. She submit- 
ted a prayer card bearing the 
image of her son, along with 
a simple request. 

"Please keep Matt and all 
our troops in your prayers 
for a safe return home," 
Carolyn wrote. 

The commander replied by 
sending her a Blue Star 
Banner and reiterating the 
Legion's resolve to return all 
U.S. troops taken as prisoners 
of war or missing in action. "I 
assure you that The Ameri- 
can Legion will do every- 
thing possible to ensure that 
our government is committed 
to finding (your son) and 
facilitating his return home. 
The American Legion contin- 
ues to work for the repatria- 
tion of POWs and MIAs, and 
we are relentless in this 
pursuit. We will work for and 
pray for his safe release." 




Highly qualified military retirees 
deemed too old for federal jobs 



Res. NO. 265 

(National 
Convention, 
2004) 

Passed after a 
combination of 
resolutions were 
submitted by the 
departments of 
Alabama, Utah 
and Illinois, 
American Legion 
Res. 265 calls for 
a change in the 
law to allow 
military retirees 
to apply for 
federal law- 
enforcement 
jobs after age 37. 



When Clint Reynolds joined the Marine Corps 
after graduating from high school in 2000, 
he intended to "do my four years and get the 
military experience." He wasn't looking at making 
a career of it. But Reynolds found appealing 
opportunities in the military. When the time came 
to re-enlist, he did, hoping to eventually retire and 
find a job in federal law enforcement. 

Now the idea of a 20-year military career is 
losing its luster for Reynolds. The reason: a federal 
statute prohibits applicants from taking federal 
law-enforcement jobs after they turn 37. 

Following a deployment to Iraq, Reynolds, a 
sergeant, was stationed in Washington with 
security clearance at the Pentagon and the White 
House. "I get all this training and have a lot of 
clearance, but it's going to go to waste because I 
can't apply for a federal job if I put 20 years in," he 
says. "I was looking at possibly making this a 
career, but by the time I get out I'll be too old to 
apply for a federal law-enforcement job." 

Positions and agencies affected by Public Law 
101-509 include the Drug Enforcement Administra- 
tion; the U.S. Marshals Service; the Bureau of 
Customs and Immigration Enforcement; the 
Internal Revenue Service's Criminal Investigations 



Division; the U.S. Postal Inspection Service; the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explo- 
sives; the Federal Bureau of Investigation; the 
Secret Service; Immigration and Naturalization 
Services and Border Patrol; and criminal investiga- 
tors employed by more than 30 different Inspector 
General offices, including the departments of 
Agriculture, Commerce, Education, Energy, Interi- 
or, Justice, Labor and Treasury. 

Reynolds is the grandson of William Christoffer- 
sen, The American Legion's National Executive 
Committeeman from Utah and co-author of the 
Legion's Resolution No. 265, passed during the 
2004 National Convention in Nashville, Tenn. The 
resolution calls for amending the law to allow mili- 
tary retirees to serve in federal law-enforcement 
positions. 

Christoffersen says the current law makes little 
sense. "My grandson re-enlisted and wanted to 
stay in 20 years," Christoffersen said. "If he does 
that, he's one year too old to work in airport 
security, even though he already has security 
clearance. So instead, the government will go out, 
get someone off the street and spend thousands of 
dollars training him. If you've already got security 
clearance, you're ready for that job." 

The law cannot be good for military recruitment 
or retention, he adds. "Clint gave me names of 15 
of his buddies who got out of the Army because 
this rule doesn't make sense," Christoffersen said. 
"Clint is thinking of doing the same. This isn't 
helping retention, and as word gets out about it, 
it's not going to help recruiting." 

"A lot of my friends wouldn't mind doing 20 
years, but where do they go when they get out?" 
Reynolds asks. "They know they won't have a 
chance to use all this training and experience 
they've received. So I've had friends leave because 
of that. They go ahead and get jobs in the private 
sector so they can make more money and set up 
their future." 

Christoffersen took Reynolds to meet with Utah's 
congressional delegation to explain the problem. 
He'd like to see similar grassroots action from 
Legionnaires nationwide. Meanwhile, Reynolds 
understands he faces a difficult choice soon. 

"I've got a couple years to make it, but it's a hard 
decision," he said. "I like the military, and I love 
the Marine Corps. My wife is from a military 
family; her dad was a 20-year Navy veteran. She's 
very supportive of me. But if I do my 20 years, I 
think I should be able to go into some sort of 
federal security job. That just makes sense to me." 

- Steve Brooks 




[MEMORIAM] 

The last Comanche Code Talker 

During World War II, an elite group of young 
Comanche men, trained in military communica- 
tions and fluent in their native language, 
became known as Code Talkers. Their mission 
was to communicate critical military intelli- 
gence to U.S. and Allied 
forces using predeter- 
mined Comanche words 
that confused the 
enemy and made 
decoding impossible. 
Code Talkers are 
credited as saving 
countless lives. Four- 
teen were deployed to 
the European theater. A 

year later, about 100 Navajo Code Talkers were 
trained and deployed to the Pacific. 

Charles Chibitty was among the Comanche 
Code Talkers who landed at Normandy on D- 
Day. His message on June 6, 1944, translates: 
"Five miles to the right of the designated area 
and five miles inland, the fighting is fierce and 
we need help." Chibitty was the last surviving 
Comanche Code Talker. He lived in Tulsa, Okla., 
when he died last summer at the age of 83. 

The oldest Buffalo Soldier 

Retired 1st Sgt. Mark Matthews was the oldest 
surviving Buffalo Soldier. He was a resident of 
Fox Chase Nursing Home in Washington when 
he died from pneumonia 
earlier this year at age 111. 

The first Buffalo Soldiers 
were black troops who 
fought in Indian wars on 
the Western frontier. The 
Plains Indians began to 
call the black cavalrymen 
"Buffalo Soldiers" because 
they exhibited the same 
fighting spirit as the Indians' sacred buffalo. The 
troopers wore the title proudly. Buffalo Soldiers 
earned 20 Medals of Honor. 

Elements of the 9th and 10th Cavalry's Buffalo 
Soldiers fought in Cuba and took part in the 
charge up San Juan Hill. One of Matthews' 
duties was assisting the 1916 search for Pancho 
Villa in Mexico. 

In 1941, the 9th and 10th Regiments became 
the 4th Cavalry Brigade. The horse cavalry 
regiments were disbanded in 1944, ending the 
long, proud run of the Buffalo Soldiers. 
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"Afo p/an tAiat offers 
amnesty to illegal aliens 
will pass this Congress" 

Rep. Tom Tancredo, R-Colo., 
after Secretary of Homeland 
Security Michael Chertoffand 
Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao 
presented details on the president's 
case for a guest-worker program 
for foreign-born laborers 

"We owe them something, 
we will finish 
the task that they gave 
their lives for" 

President George W. Bush, 

on U.S. soldiers killed 
in Iraq and Afghanistan 

"The fine is inadequate 

because it doesn't 
reflect the seriousness 
of the offense" 

U.S. Magistrate Judge 
Deborah Robinson, 

who fined former National 
Security Adviser Sandy Berger 
$50,000 - instead of prosecutors' 
recommended $10,000 - 
for taking classified documents 
out of the National Archives by 
stuffing them in his pants 

"It was like 
Jurassic Park 
in my toilet" 

Arlyne Reiter 

of Pom pa no Beach, Fla., 
on waking to find 
an iguana in her bathroom 



[AMERICANISM] 

Samsung Scholarship opened doors 
to grad school for Kentucky teacher 

Janean Minter and husband Corey are the parents of two young 
girls. The family has a monthly house payment. The Minters face 
the usual stack of bills that weighs down families trying to make 
ends meet. But one expense they aren't saddled with is the cost of 
Janean's undergraduate education at Western Kentucky University. 
The American Legion Samsung Scholarship handled most of that. 

Today, the former Samsung scholar is a kindergarten teacher at 
Cox's Creek Elementary School in Cox's Creek, Ky. She was award- 
ed the $20,000 scholarship prior to her senior year at North Hardin 
High School in Radcliff, Ky., where she graduated in 1997. The 
scholarship enabled her to finish her bachelor's degree in 2001. She 
continued at Western Kentucky for a master's degree in elementary 
education and literacy. 

Her road to higher education was paved by the gratitude of a 
major South Korean corporation that 10 years ago endowed the 
fund in honor of U.S. military personnel who fought and fended off 
communism in the Korean War. 

"I already had a partial scholarship through Western Kentucky, 
so I was lucky enough that it and the Samsung Scholarship pretty 
much paid for all four years," Minter said. "I was pretty relieved to 
know that I wasn't going to have a college debt waiting for me. We 
have two kids and a mortgage, so it's nice to not have to be worry- 
ing about paying off my college debt." 

Minter learned about the Samsung Scholarship while applying to 
Girls State. The daughter of a U.S. Army retiree and the grand- 
daughter of a World War II Army and Korean War Air Force 
veteran, Minter won the $500 state scholarship and later was 
notified she had won one of the national awards. "I was shocked," 



[LEGIONNAIRES IN ACTION] 




NEF donations 

Send tax-deductible 
donations to the National 
Emergency Fund at: 

The American Legion 
National Emergency Fund 
P.O. Box 6141 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

(800) 433-3318 
www.legion.org 



< Post 71, Salt Lake 
City: Donated 330,000 
pounds of new clothes - 
sizes infant to adult- to 
relief efforts following 
Hurricane Katrina. The 
clothing was donated by 
a post member who had 
recently acquired it 
through a bankruptcy 
settlement. Allied, a 
division of Sirva - one of 
the Legion's affinity 
partners - donated the 
use of seven trucks to 
ship the clothing from Salt 
Lake City to Houston. 

Post 416 # Encinitas, 
Calif.: Hosted a Mardi 
Gras fund-raising dinner 



to raise funds to help 
veterans in New Orleans 
affected by Katrina. Local 
Sons of The American 
Legion sold T-shirts, with 
proceeds going to the 
Salvation Army's hurri- 
cane relief fund. 

Post 416 # St. Helen, 
Mich.: Donated more 
than $11,000 to the 
Salvation Army for 
Hurricane Katrina relief. 
The local SAL contributed 
$2,500. 

Post 76, Wiggins, Colo.: 

Initiated a hurricane-relief 
program called "Opera- 
tion Katrina," collecting 
cash, clothing and 



blankets, as well as 
police, sheriff, fire and 
emergency uniforms. 
Post Commander and 
Wiggins Police Chief Leroy 
Dilka and post member 
Bill Delaney, a retired 
trucker, personally 
delivered the donated 
items to disaster areas in 
Canton, Miss. 

Post 95, Jonesboro, 
ind.: Served as a collec- 
tion center for local 
citizens who donated 
33,180 pounds of items - 
bottled water, non- 
perishable food, paper 
goods, baby items, 
electric fans and other 
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she said. "I knew that several people were candidates for the 
scholarship. I was at marching band practice when the call came to 
my parents. We were surprised and very excited." 

She worked part time in Western Kentucky's School of Education 
and spent most of her four years in college hitting the books, 
graduating with a 3.9 grade-point average. 

"Because of the scholarship, I was able to allocate most of my 
time to my studies and enjoying my college experience. I'd love to 
thank The American Legion for the opportunity to go to college 
without any worries or doubts about the expenses and letting me 
focus on my studies." 

- Steve Brooks 



Janean Minter, a kindergarten 
teacher at Cox's Creek Elementary 
School in Kentucky, earned the 
1996 American Legion Samsung 
Scholarship. The $20,000 award 
allowed her to graduate from 
college without being saddled with 

yearS Of debt. Steve Brooks 



2005 Samsung scholars 

Recipients of the 2005 Samsung 
American Legion Scholarships 
were selected Sept. 18 in 
Washington by a committee 
of Samsung, American Legion 
and American Legion Auxiliary 
representatives. Recipients are: 

Derek J. Bruton 

Duchesne, Utah 

William Holdsworth 

Sherrard, Hi. 

Katie Melissa Bell Moore 

Charleston, S.C. 

Rebecca Paige Selzer 

Middletown, Md. 

Eric Szablinski 

Tucson, Ariz. 

Kyle w. Ubl 

New Ulm, Minn. 

Rebecca Ann Wojtaszek 

Hollsopple, Pa. 
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necessities -filling a 53- 
foot semi in the post 
parking lot, to help 
victims in Alabama, 
Mississippi and Louisiana. 
The post also collected 
more than $3,000. 
Veterans were so im- 
pressed by the effort that 
the post signed up 20 
new members. 

Post 113, Rotonda west 
Fla.: Presented checks 
totaling $20,000 to the 
Salvation Army and 
Habitat for Humanity for 
hurricane victims. The 
money was collected 
during a three-week mail- 
in campaign. 



Post 291, Newport 
Beach, Calif.: Co-hosted 
a fund-raiser with The 
American Legion Yacht 
Club on Labor Day, raffling 
and auctioning donated 
items. More than $11,000 
was raised for the NEF. 

American Legion 
Auxiliary Department of 
New Jersey: Members 
donated nearly 8,000 
pounds of non-perishable 
food, water and baby 
items and $5,000 for 
Hurricane Katrina relief 
efforts during the Sept. 
10 statewide meeting. A 
National Guard unit 
collected the items. 



[LEGION RACING] 

Delaware gives Car 76 a boost 

The Department of Delaware has formed an 
American Legion Freedom Car No. 76 Booster 
Club, challenging all other Legion departments to 
follow its lead. Fans can support Delaware's 
"Freedom Car 76 Booster Club" for $10 per person. 
Checks can be made payable to "Team 
Johnson Motor Sports." The NASCAR 
racing team receives no direct 
Legion funding and depends on 
merchandise sales to keep 
racing. Send checks to: The American Legion, 
Department of Delaware, P.O. Box 925, Seaford, DE 
19973-0925. Club members will receive certificates, 
membership cards, autographed pictures of the car 
and driver Jerick Johnson. For details, call Donald 
White at (302) 399-5443 or write to him at P.O. Box 
581, Frederica, DE 19946. 




rapidfire q 

[STATEMENT] 

"It will only serve to rally the insurgents into a frenzied crescendo of violence against our 
servicemen and women, indeed against all Americans living and working overseas. This decision 
will put teachers, lawyers, ministers and workers of charitable organizations who are helping the 
Iraqis and the Afghans rebuild their societies into the crosshairs of terrorist killers. Four U.S. 
missionaries died in a drive-by shooting in the northern city of Mosul a few months back; two 
were women. These killers have demonstrated time and time again they can and will target 
innocent foreigners in a heartbeat. Given the expected widespread publication of these photos, 
no American would be safe, in light of the recent violence sparked by the false report of a Koran 
being flushed down the toilet that resulted in the deaths of more than 15 individuals and injury to 
many more, it is beyond comprehension how one judge can err so blatantly." 

American Legion National Commander Thomas L. Bock, after sending a letter to U.S. Attorney General 
Alberto Gonzales on Sept. 30, urging him to overturn U.S. District Court Judge Alvin Hellerstein's decision to 
release to the public 74 photographs and videotapes from Iraq's Abu Ghraib prison. A 2003 lawsuit by the 
American Civil Liberties Union sought release of the images. More than 25 officers and enlisted personnel have 
since been held accountable on charges of prisoner abuse at Abu Ghraib, and the Pentagon has enacted an 
aggressive program to improve training and prisoner treatment at U.S. military detention facilities. The release of 
additional images at this point, Bock and the Pentagon agree, would serve no purpose beyond endangering lives. 



[LEGISLATION] 

Bill puts ACLU's cash cow in the crosshairs 

Now posted on the American Legion's Web site, 
www.legion.org, "A Message from the National Com- 
mander on PERA" provides visitors an opportunity to 
express online their support for H.R. 2679, the "Public 
Expression of Religion Act of 2005," sponsored by Rep. 
John Hostettler, R-Ind. The bill aims to end the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union's abuse of a 1976 law that 
allows judges to award attorney fees in lawsuits 
filed under the establishment clause. The ACLU collects 
millions in taxpayer dollars under the law by filing self- 
generated lawsuits that threaten American values. 





[HOME] 

Energy-wise changes can net tax credits after Jan. 1 

If you've been putting off new windows, doors, insulation or 
buying one of those energy-efficient heat pumps, your procrasti- 
nation may soon pay off. Starting in January, homeowners can get 
federal tax credits by making energy-wise home improvements. 

The Energy Tax Incentives Act of 2005, passed in August, follows 
principles outlined by President Bush to strengthen the nation's 
electrical infrastructure, reduce U.S. dependence on foreign oil, 
increase conservation and expand the use of clean renewable 
energy. To do that, tax credits of $500 and more will be offered for 
home improvements that range from caulking around windows to 
installing solar panels. Certain restrictions apply, but the credits 
are generally available to homeowners who make and pay for 
improvements between Jan. 1, 2006, and Dec. 31, 2007. Receipts 
must be kept to document the purchases. 

Also starting in 2006, buyers of hybrid cars and advanced lean- 
burn technology vehicles will be eligible for tax credits ranging 
from $1,700 to $3,000. These credits are tied to two standards: 
hybrids that save the most fuel compared with 2002 models, and 
the vehicle's estimated lifetime fuel savings. 



Eligible improvements 


Tax credit 


Caulk leaks, upgrade 
thermostats, or install new 
doors or windows 


$200 


Install a high-efficiency 
central air conditioner, 
heat pump or water heater 


$300 


Install a high-efficiency 
furnace or boiler 


$150 


Install new insulation in 
attic, walls or basement 


10 percent 
of cost, up 
to $500 


Install solar panels or a 
solar-powered hot-water 
system used exclusively for 
purposes other than 
heating swimming pools 
and hot tubs 


Up to 30 
percent of 
cost, up to 
$2,000 



FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 



► IRS: (800) 829-1040 or www.irs.com 

► Energy-saving tips: www.energysavers.gov or www.energystar.gov 



[GALLERY] 




Pearl Harbor Attack, 7 December 1941 

Anti-aircraft shells burst over Pearl Harbor during the fateful Japanese raid. This image looks southwesterly from 
the hills behind the harbor. The large column of smoke in the lower right center is from the burning USS Arizona. 
Smoke further to the left is from the destroyers Shaw, Cassin and Dowries. 



[ELECTION REFORM] 

Panel finds 80 ways to fix the vote 

The Commission on Federal Election Reform recently released, 
without much attention, its non-binding recommendations for reform- 
ing the U.S. electoral system. Commonly called the Carter-Baker 
Commission because of its co-chairmen, Jimmy Carter and James 
Baker, the 20-member panel included academics, historians and 
politicians. They produced more than 80 recommendations to strike a 
balance between ballot integrity and 
voter access, including: 

■ The development of a system to 
expedite the delivery of ballots to 
military and overseas voters. 

■ A requirement that states count 
military and overseas ballots up to 10 
days after an election. 

■ Uniform registration, verification 
and balloting procedures within 
states, rather than county by county. 

■ Voter databases that are interoperable across state lines. 

■ Better training of poll workers. 

■ The use of identification cards for voters and improved efforts to 
verify U.S. citizenship. 

■ Enhanced efforts to remove inactive voters from registration lists. 

■ A request that news organizations refrain from projecting presi- 
dential election results in any state until all the polls have closed in 
the 48 contiguous states. 

Visit www.american.edu/ia/cfer on the Web. 



The veteran voter 

26: Percentage of U.S. veterans 
who say they are Democrats 

31: Percentage of U.S. veterans 
who say they are Republicans 

42: Percentage of U.S. veterans 
who say they are political 
independents 

- Gallup poll, February 2004 



The Gathering 
of a Lifetime! 



Set sail in 6 cabins or more 
and receive special group 
rates and amenities. 

Perfect for: 




CruisesOnly 

World's Largest Cruise Agency 

Ask how to sail for free! Offer Code HB2Q-W6E 

1-800-210-9444 

cruisesonly.com/groups 



rapidfire 

[LIVING WELL] 



t -1 
fD 

50 



When drug addiction haunts the veteran 



BY DR. JOEL KUPERSMITH 

Is drug abuse more prevalent among veterans 
than among the general population? 
Historically, stereotypes cast veterans in a 
negative light. After the Civil War, morphine 
addiction became known as "soldier's disease" 
because so many troops were treated with the 
painkiller and developed an addiction as a result. 
A century later, in Vietnam, the use of marijuana 
and heroin by U.S. soldiers was widespread. To an 
extent, this was a reflection of the 1960s culture at 
home. For some, it was an attempt to escape the 
harsh realities of the war. While many Vietnam 
veterans were able to leave behind their drug habit 
when they returned home, others were not. 
VA began specialized treatment for drug abuse 
during this era. 

The stress of combat has led many soldiers down 
the path of drug abuse and addiction. 
Research suggests that veterans with post- 
traumatic stress disorder turn to drugs or 
alcohol to cope with anxiety, depression and 
nightmares. In one Vietnam-era study, nearly 
eight in 10 veterans with 
PTSD met the criteria for 
drug or alcohol abuse. 

It's not clear whether 
veterans on the whole are 
more likely to be substance 
abusers. The National Survey 
on Drug Use and Health 
found that only 8 percent of 
male veterans abuse or are 
addicted to alcohol or illegal 
drugs, compared to 14.6 
percent of men who had not 
served. But veterans as a 
group are older than non- 
veterans, and older people 
are generally at lower risk for 
substance abuse. When the 
surveyors compared veterans 
and non-veterans in the same 
age groups, veterans were slightly more likely to 
have a drug or alcohol habit. In any case, sub- 
stance abuse ranks among the top three diagnoses 
in the VA health system and accounts for a signifi- 
cant portion of VA's health-care spending. 

Most VA patients being treated for substance 
abuse are "poly" substance abusers, meaning they 
use more than one substance. Alcohol is the most 



VA treatment 
programs 

inpatient 

Two to four weeks of 
hospital care, detoxification 
and supportive services. 

Residential 

Relies less on medical 
interventions and more on 
psychologists, social workers 
and rehabilitation counselors. 

intensive outpatient 

At least four hours of care, 
five days a week or more. 

Standard outpatient 

Less intensive addiction- 
treatment services. 
Most patients are seen 
one to three days per week 



common. Cocaine, heroin and marijuana are three 
other major drugs of choice for these veterans. 

VA offers four main formats of treatment, and 
patients are often involved in more than one over 
time as they cope with their addiction. 

Treatment depends on the type of addiction. In 
the case of heroin, patients usually receive a daily 
oral dose of methadone, a narcotic that produces 
milder withdrawal symptoms. When the dose is 
gradually lowered, it helps wean patients. 

A newer alternative is buprenorphine, which can 
be given by specially certified primary-care 
physicians. VA researchers such as Dr. Charles 
O'Brien in Philadelphia played a major role in 
testing this and other treatments. 

One priority is finding a drug to help cocaine 
abusers; no medication is now approved to treat 
addiction to this dangerous stimulant. 

Drug addiction is a treatable disorder. The key is 
often how long patients stay in therapy. Like diabe- 
tes or congestive heart failure, substance abuse is 
a chronic disease requiring long-term manage- 
ment. VA researchers and clinicians continue to 
seek ways to improve existing treatments and 
develop new ones, with the goal of helping 
veterans conquer their addictions and resume 
healthy, productive lives. 




Dr. Joel Kupersmith is chief research and 
development officer for the Veterans 
Health Administration. 



This article is designed to provide 
general information. It is not 
intended to be, or is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult 
their physicians when they 
have health problems. 




2005 Top 10 Legion recruiters 



RECRUITER 


DEPARTMENT 


MEMBERS 


James C. Topps 


Michigan 


886 


Frank Carr 


Virginia 


433 


Nathaniel King 


Georgia 


305 


Clare E. Blakeslee 


Pennsylvania 


230 


William P. Miles 


Florida 


219 


Michael A. Pierce 


Arizona 


216 


Dean D. Sybrant 


California 


206 


Walter E. Saffold 


Georgia 


200 


Martie Folmar 


Texas 


165 


Robert Ouellette 


Maryland 


154 



[MEMBERSHIP] 

Membership recruitment has its privileges 

Good things happen to 
those who recruit. The 
American Legion National 
Headquarters offers a 
variety of awards to 
members who sign up 
new Legionnaires or bring 
back former members. 

National Recruiter of the 
Year: The highest individu- 
al award for recruitment, 
this honor goes to the 
Legionnaire certified as 
having signed up the 
greatest number of new 
members in a year. The 
award comes with a five- 
day expenses-paid trip for 

the winner and spouse to the National Convention. The runner-up receives 
a $1,000 award certificate. Ten $150 certificates are awarded to the next 10 
recruiters. Fifteen receive $100 awards. 

To learn about other Legion membership recruiting awards, including the 
District Commander Indianapolis 500 Race to the Top competition, the 
Gold Brigade and the Silver Brigade, call (317) 630-1327. 

[MEMBER BENEFITS] 

Legion HomeBenefits simplifies moving 

In cooperation with North American's parent company SIRVA, the 
world's largest moving and relocation provider, American Legion and 
Sons of The American Legion members and their families now have 
one-stop access to Legion HomeBenefits - quality service and savings 

on a range of services, includ- 
ing moving, real estate and 
mortgage. The Legion Home- 
Benefits package includes: 

Expert real-estate support 
with rewards. A network of 
the nation's top-rated real- 
estate agents is available, and 
cash rewards can be received 
when buying or selling a 
home. 

Hassle-free home financing. 

Simplify the mortgage process 
with fast approval, reduced 
paperwork and competitive 
interest rates. American Legion 
members receive $300 rewards 
when closing loans. 

Full-service moving. Move 
with two nationally trusted 
van lines, Allied and North American, at Legion-discounted rates. 

These member benefits are only available on new transactions 
initiated with the Legion HomeBenefits program. 




For more info 

(800) 593-2526 

http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 



NEW* 



As seen on 



THE 

HISTORY 

CHANNEL 



*Yes ! and it's 
still more than 
55 years old! 

A Mauser 98K, 

Model M48, the 
strongest and 
safest of bolt action 
rifles, made on 
German tooling 
set up in formerly 
occupied Serbia 
during WWII, 

Still in Original 
Military -New 

condition, with 
Bright Bones, 
like-new bluing, 
and beautiful 
stocks. 

Held in military 
storage for 
over 55 years, 
inspected, kept 
and maintained 
combat-ready. 

Preserved by 
an accident of 
history, this 
supply will 
not last long. 

Every rifle is 
complete with 
its original 
accessories as 
issued at the time 

This Mauser is ideal 
for collecting, target 
shooting, hunting, 
or customizing. 

We Guarantee It ! 

Original Factory 
Matching Serial 
Numbers on All 
Rifle Parts. 



This Collector Grade Rifle is 

Yours for $299. 00 

Other Grades Also Available 

Call 800-274-4124 

RO. Box 9295, Fountain Valley, CA 92728-9295 
714-596-1013 FAX 714^48-7208 

www Mitchell S a I es . com 




comrades 



How to Submit a Reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions @ legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number 
and e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices 
should be sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely 
publication. 



Other Notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, 



telephone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published 
free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include 
a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be 
submitted on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Life Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your Legion department 
service officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES 

3rd Air Trans Sqdn, Mil Air Lift Sqdn, 

Charleston, SC, 3/2-4, Alex Ketree, (843) 766- 
8646, akafvrret@knology.net; Pilot Tng Class 
55-B, Dayton, OH, 4/27-29, Dale B. Peckman, 
(412) 751-7102, pherkybird@aol.com; Ramey 
AFB Historical Assn, Tampa, FL, 3/7-11, Rudi 
Fischer, (609) 804-0482, wrfischer@comcast.net 

ARMY 



11th Abn/Air Assault Div Mid-Atl Chpt, 

Myrtle Beach, SC, 2/19-23, Herb Shapiro, (410) 
827-6410, hlshap@friend.ly.net; 14th FA Rgt 
Assn, Fort Sill, OK, 6/22-25, Bob Hamilton, 
(580) 357-5294, warbonnet14fa@sbcglobal.net; 
29th inf Div (All Units), Sarasota, FL, 1/19-22, 
Robert M. Bricker, (941) 484-0955; 151st Cbt 
Eng (Korea), Branson, MO, 4/27-30, Jessie 
Stewart, (765) 723-1362, jessiestewart@webtv. 
net; 278th Rgt Cbt Team, Pigeon Forge, 
TN, 3/16-18, Billy Stewart, (423) 745-9394, 
bbstewart@webtv.net; 359th Bn Reserve 
Assn, Hampton, VA, 3/25, Marvin Tyson, (757) 
224-2897; 507th AAA "Skysweeper" Bn, 
Branson, MO, 6/3-4, Bill Girod, (405) 677-5950; 
508th MP Bn, Branson, MO, 5/11-16, Don 
Henderson, (765) 654-5288, dhoink@sbcglobal. 
net; C Co 99th Sig Bn, Dallas, 4/20-22, Vincent 
Luciano, (520) 326-3745; L Co 21st inf Rgt 
24th inf Div, Charleston, SC, 4/19-23, George 
Vlasic, (910) 287-5618, geonanvlasic@atmc.net 

JOINT 



AP Trp Trans Grp -Adm. C.F. Hughes AP 
124, Adm. E.w. Eberle AP 123, Adm. H.T. 
Mayo AP 125, Adm. w.L. Capps AP 121, 
Adm. w.S. Benson AP 120, Gen. A.w. 
Brewster AP 155, Gen. A.W. Greely AP 141, 
Gen. George M. Randall A? 115, Gen. Harry 
Taylor AP 145, Gen. H.F. Hodges AP 144, 
Gen. J.C. Breckinridge AP 176, Gen. M.B. 
Stewart AP 140, Gen. W.H. Gordon AP 117, 
Gen. William Mitchell A? 114, Gen. William 
weigel AP 119, Gen. w. P. Richardson 
AP 118, Golden City AP 169, Monticello 
AP 61, President Monroe AP 104, Virginia 
Beach, VA, 6/8-11, Chuck Ulrich, (516) 747-7426, 
cfull5@aol.com; Patau CVE 122, All Navy 
& Mar Air Grps, Groton, CT, 4/23-26, Harry G. 
Weldy, (410) 658-6043, hweldy@zoominternet. 
net; vail Armed Forces week (All 
Branches), Vail, CO, 1/29-2/3, Paul Donen, 
(970) 376-3249, pauld@vailarmedforces.com 

MARINES 



1st Mar Div A Co 1st Bn 7th Rgt (China, 
WWII), Quantico, VA, 4/18-20, Lou Clabeaux, 
(727) 399-9276, jrclabeaux@webtv.net; 2-56 
Basic Class, Alexandria, VA, May, Bob Painter, 
(732) 341-3213, r.painter@worldnet.att.net 



NAVY 



B-Girls Assn SS 580/581/582, Virginia Beach, 
VA, 5/17-21, Rodney Jones, jonescreek@mchsi. 
com; Bowen FF 1079, Charleston, SC, June, 
Ricky Burke, (770) 338-1069, ricky_burke@hsb. 
com; Catskill LSV 1, Mesa, AZ, 1/23-25, Bob 
Beckius, (480) 986-4248, olebeck@webtv.net; 
Explosive Ord Disposal Assn (NEODA), Mount 
Pleasant, SC, 3/23-26, G. Tuck Labree, (843) 
871-8681, labreetuck@aol.com; Fergus APA 82 
(WWII), Fredericksburg, TX, 4/17-20, Jim Reding, 
(831) 475-9393, fergusapa82@aol.com; Fraternal 
Order of Underwater Swimmers School (FO 
UWSS), Key West, FL, 5/11-14, Don Stone, (561) 
391-6727, buddyline@uwss.org; Half beak SS 
352, New London, CT, 6/8-11, Mike Martin, (434) 
589-8298, mikemartin@firstva.com; Inchon, 
Philadelphia, 5/10-14, David F. Fix, (717) 203-4152, 
fixie@ptd.net; Lejeune AP 74, Jenkyll Island, GA, 
5/24-26, Steve Arnold, (770) 466-2666 

LST 528, Branson, MO, 6/8-11, Jim Harbaugh, 
(271) 253-3926, jharbaugh@netcare-il.com; 
Marvin Shields FF 1066, San Diego, 
6/9-11, Guy Cornett, (512) 282-3834, 
gcornett@austin.rr.com; Navy Divers, San 
Diego, 5/7-11, Dave Peterson, (410) 257-2331, 
dpeterson@chesapeake.net; Nelson DO 623, 
Savannah, GA, 4/6-8, Randall Thompson, (770) 
389-5125, ltreibel@gt.rr.com; Paul DE/FF 1080, 
Boston, Spring, Ted Painter, (757) 787-7570, 
thepainters2@msn.com; Postal Clerks Assn, 
San Antonio, 3/14-17, Grover McLaughlin, 
(210) 654-8556, g.mclaughlin@sbcglobal.net; 
Renville APA 227, Jacksonville, FL, 4/19-23, 
Don Wright, (513) 481-8317, jdwrightstuff@cs. 
com; Rich DD/DDE 820, Nashville, TN, 
4/19-23, Gary Wilson, (615) 371-0130, 
nashville2006@ussrich.org; Richard S. 
Edwards DD 950, Nashville, TN, 6/22-25, Jack 
Turley, (540) 856-2575, trlyanch@shentel.net 

Sea Poacher SS 406, Virginia Beach, VA, 
5/18-21, Bill Brinkman, (512) 255-0285, 
seapoacher@austin.rr.com; Terrebonne Parish 
LST 1156, Pensacola, FL, David Bader, (614) 
841-1223, redab@columbus.rr.com; Thomas E. 
Fraser DM 24, Pittsburgh, 5/15-17, Bill Sturgill, 
(517) 522-8594, bilsturg@aol.com; VA-23, San 
Diego, 5/5-6, John Wentworth, (503) 657-5013, 
johnwentworth@comcast.net; VFAW-3, San 
Diego, 6/25-28, Sid Graham, (210) 344-2625, 
vfaw@flash.net; VP-90, Jacksonville, FL, 4/7-9, 
Mike Stungis, (904) 282-8554, mcstungis@aol. 
com 



COMRADES IN DISTRESS 



307th Org Maint Sqd (V-Tapao Air Field, 
Thailand, 1970). Monier E. Mitchell seeks 
witnesses to verify exposure to Agent Orange. 
CID 1480 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 127, FL: Gerald D. Abrahamson, Ron R. 
Freemyer, Fred M. Whitaker 

Post 269, MO: Emmett Benson Jr., Cordell 
Boyd, Rudolph Bulard, James Doss, Elmer T. 
Drayton, Jannie G. Drayton, Frances W. Hill, 
Robert Johnson, Jess L. Kinslow, Chester 
McCrary, Douglas McJames, William L. Slaten, 
Earl Smith, Fred Smith, Steve Stewart, Earl R. 
Turner, James Wilkerson 

Post 103, NJ: Stanley Reedell, Stanley Revitt, 
Charles Rhinehart, Lawrence Richards, Glenn 
Roth, Orville Rupell, Elston Rush, James Rush, 
Alex Sands, Arnold Schnetzer, Hartley Shea, 
Donald Shoemaker, Salvatore Sirianni, Henrt 
Skirbst, Felix Slean, Houston Smith, Fred Stires, 
John Zemak, Michael Tango, Raymond Taylor, 
Benjamin Tedesco, Robert Trietler, Raymond 
Wagner, Phyllis Watkins, Theodore Webb, 
Edward Witner, Earl Wittman Jr., James Zack 



IN SEARCH OF 



8th Msl Bn (HAWK), 1st Arty, All Btrys 
(Okinawa, 1962-1968), Garland Crook, (701) 
483-7696, garcrook@ndsupernet.com 

8th Photo Recon Sqdn 5th AF (Japan, 
WWII), Irving H. Roth, (602) 867-8994 

64th QM Bn 47th Trans Fuel Co (Long Binh, 
Vietnam, 1967-1969), Ron Blevins, (2600 
824-2433 

66th MP Co (Phu Tai, Vietnam, 1969- 

1970), Ken Hunsucker, (704) 866-8400, 

ken@crownfirst.com 
72nd Sig Co (Spec), Arthur Post, (212) 289- 

8406, animanetwork@pobox.com 
155th Trans Co "Arctic Kings," (Fort Story, 

VA, Goose AB, Labrador & Thule AB, 

Greenland, 1959-1962), Darrell Myers, (217) 

335-2609, darlin2@1st.net 
205th Ml Det (Frankfort, Germany, 

1972-1975), R. Kondratiuk, (508) 223-3232, 

anneandrussk@aol.com 
317th Cbt Eng (Hochst, Germany, 1958- 

1961), Gene Coats, (352) 341-0043 
516th Eng Co (Hanau, Germany, 1961-1964), 

Elmer E. Pursley, (304) 273-9738 
518th Gunner D Btry AAA Bn (Phillippines, 

1945-1946), Ramon Baluvot, 908 7th Ave., 

Council Bluffs, IA 51501 
541st Trans (An Khe, Vietnam, 1966- 

1967), James Gunter, (931) 456-7970, 

gunner67@frontiernet.net 
555th FA Bn HQ Btry (Iron Triangle, 

North Korea, Mar 1953-June 1954), 

David L. Abbott, (206) 842-3192, 

docmar@bainbridge.net 
589th Eng D Co (Vietnam, 1968-1969), 

Richard Harris, (913) 651-5168 
691st AAF Band (Erlangen, Germany, 

1946), Ralph Watts, (717) 533-7601, 

wattsgold@verizon.net 
707th AAA Gun Bn (Camp Stewart, GA, 



1950-1953), M.T. Sanford, (901) 357-5268, 
poppy21stcentury@aol.com 
732nd Eng Co (Manila, Philippines, 

1945) , M. Corey, (269) 637-6476, 
mcorey@lodisnet.com 

899th Tank Dest Bn Dance Band/HQ Co 
(North Africa, 1943, Italy/England, 1943- 

1944) , Robert Patterson, (402) 483-4338 
928th Eng Avn Grp HQ (1947-1958), Larry 

Tieri, (708) 246-1718, ltieri@aol.com 
3705th Basic Mil Tng Sqdn Fit 74 (Lackland 

AFB, Jun-Aug 1950), Jack Sullivan, (920) 

682-4455, srsully@lsol.net 
3125th Sig Serv Bn (Germany, 1944- 

1946) , Ed ShickelS, (727) 787-7838, 
mjs26ets23@wmconnect.com 

Annapolis AGMR 1 (June 1965-June 

1967) , Richard Hunnicutt, (904) 287-8843, 
r_hunnicutt@msn.com 

B Co 24th S&T Bn (Augsburg, Germany, 

1966-1970), Robert Hines Jr., (781) 828-8099 
B Co 62nd Eng Const Bn (Korea, 1954- 

1955), Max Graves, (641) 753-7447, 

janetgravesl ©aol.com 
C Btry l/40th Arty (Vietnam, 1967-1968), 

Guillermo M. Alvarez, (915) 591-7016, 

Iegan8@msn.com 
CBMU 549 (Tarawa, South Pacific, wwil), 

R.L. Roach, (801) 484-8443, rljaner@aol.com 
C Co l/20th 11th inf Bde Americal Div 

(Schofield Barracks, Hi, & Vietnam, 1966- 

1968) , William Watson, popwat1947@aol.com 
Co 1007 (Great Lakes, IL, 1945), Henry Cook, 

(239) 652-0404 

Honest John Rocket Bn Tuslog Det (Corlu, 

Turkey, 1958-1959), Bill Hornbeck, (503) 

653-1372, bill_hornbeck@netscape.com 
HQ l Corps Eng sect (Ujongbu, Korea, 

1950-1953), Jack Murray, (703) 796-1212, 

jrmesq@comcast.net 
inf OCS Class 33 (Fort Benning, 1952), Ralph 

B. Willis, seawillis@webtv.net 
Love Field Air Corps Provost Office 

(All Personnel, 1944), Newt Draheim, 

judgenewt@sprintmail.com 
LSM 161 (1950-1954), Gary M. Olson, (509) 

427-8276, golson@gorge.net 
MSO Crewmembers (All Eras), Ken Donnel, 

cm1donnel@consolidated.net 
Nav Fit Prep School Pit 11 Bn VIM (Austin, 

TX, Sept 1943), Guy A. Stading, (781) 749- 

1486, mitzybibee@aol.com 
Pilot Class 44-G (La Junta, CO), 

Sam Marsico, (419) 475-9875, 

samrsi@sbcglobal.net 
Pit 539 (Parris Island, July-Aug 1942), Oliver 

Jones, ojones6@excite.com 
Sqdn A 1596th AAF Base Unit (Alaskan 

Wing Stn 1466, Fairbanks, AK, 1943- 

1945) , Brian Taugher, (920) 232-6770, 
bbtaugher@aol.com 

vmf-311 Mar Air wing (Korea, 1951-1953), 

Ron Sharp, sharpr31@yahoo.com 
VP-26 (1950-1954), Joseph George, 

joegeorge@nc.rr.com 



TAPS 

Stanley M. Huffman, Dept. of Nebraska. 

Dept. Cmdr. 1955-1956, Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. 

Chmn. 1956-1958, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 

1960-1962, Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. 

Memb. 1960-1962 and Nat'l Reorg. Cmte. 

Memb. 1961-1962. 
Ernest P. Olague, Dept. of New Mexico. 

Dept. Cmdr. 1998-1999, and Nat'l 

Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 

1992-1994 and 1996-2001. 
Harry F. Poper, Dept. of New Hampshire. 

Nat'l Foreign Relations Council Vice Chmn. 

1984-1985, Nat'l Americanism Council Vice 

Chmn. 1987-1989 and 1990-1991, and Dept. 

Cmdr. 1989-1990. 
Morris Donald Stewart, Dept. of Idaho. 

Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1971-1983 

and 1990-1995, Dept. Cmdr. 1983-1984 and 

Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 

1995-1998. 




RxAmerica and Seabury & Smith are proud to announce a new 
toll-free number for The American Legion, Sons of The American 
Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary and their families. The 
new number is 1 -866-RXAMLEG (792-6534). You may call this 
number to locate participating pharmacies or ask questions 
about The American Legion Discount Prescription Program. 
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Asbestos 



: % Cancer Hits 
Former 
" Sailors 




Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths' 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



tlEWP 
Genuine 
Suede 
Leather 
Shafts 
and 



BOOTS 




FLANNEL-LINED 

BOOTS 

29 



99* 

per pair 2 pairs 55.40 
P P 3 pairs 80.75 



Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Peckville, PA 18452 

Send pairs. I enclose $ purchase price plus^zM^f 



D Widths: 

7 TA 8 8 1 / 2 9 9 1 / 2 
10 10 1 / 2 11 12 13 

*EEE Width ($3 more per pair): 
8 8 1 / 2 9 9 1 / 2 
10 10% 11 12 13 



toward postage. fflEE p ostage! 



In GA add sales tax 



© 7TK-46511 



SIZE? WIDTH? 



HD BLACK ZIP 



ED BLACK STRAP 



HOW 
MANY? 



VISA 




DISCOVER* 


® 


■ EXPRESS 


□ 


Check 



Card # 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address 

City & State _ 
E-mail 



_Exp.: 



. Apt. # . 



Zip. 



SNOW KING Boots 
kick the crud out of 
mud, snow, and rain! 

What else would you expect 
from the folks at totes®? 

• Full acrylic fleece sock lining with 
Thermolite® • One-piece, molded rubber 
waterproof base • Rugged 
Genuine Suede Leather shafts • 
Gusseted tongue to lock out moisture 

• Padded collar • Warm, flannel linings. 
29.99 a pair & FREE Postage. 



, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! m 



1-800-543-4810 



Haband. cornl 



